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MINUTES OF THE CANANDAIGUA CITY COUNCIL MEETING

 MONDAY, JANUARY 7, 2008, 7:00 P.M.

City Council Chambers

Mayor Polimeni called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance   

Roll Call: 
Members present:

Mayor Ellen Polimeni

Councilmember, Ward 1 Travis Nixon

Councilmember, Ward 2 Valentine Fenti

Councilmember, Ward 3 Richard Russell

Councilmember, Ward 4 Margery Anthony

Councilmember-at-Large Trudy White-Hamilton

Councilmember-at-Large Michael Shipley

Councilmember-at-Large James Terwilliger

Councilmember-at-Large Doug Finch



Others present:

Acting City Manager Kay W. James
Corporation Counsel Michele O. Smith

Clerk-Treasurer Nancy C. Abdallah
Organizational meeting:

City Council Rules and Procedures:

Councilmember-at-Large Shipley moved to adopt the current City Council Rules and Procedures for the 2008-2009 City Council Term.  Councilmember, Ward 2 Fenti seconded the motion.

Vote Result: Carried unanimously by voice vote.

Designation of Official Newspaper:
Councilmember, Ward 2 Fenti moved to designate the Daily Messenger and Democrat & Chronicle the official City newspapers.  Councilmember, Ward 1 Nixon seconded the motion.

Vote Result: Carried unanimously by voice vote.
Designation of Depository Banks:
Councilmember-at-Large Shipley moved to designate the Canandaigua National Bank, Five Star Bank (formerly National Bank of Geneva), MBIA, JP Morgan Chase, and Key Bank as the City’s official depository banks.   Councilmember, Ward 2 Fenti seconded the motion. 

Councilmember-at-Large Terwilliger recused himself from voting because he is an officer and employee with Canandaigua National Bank.

Councilmember Finch also disclosed to the Council that his spouse is an Officer of one of the designated banks, but per Corporation Counsel’s advice, he would still be voting.

Vote Result: Carried unanimously (8-0-1) by roll call vote with Councilmember-at-Large Terwilliger abstaining.

Election of City Council President:
Councilmember, Ward 2 Fenti moved to nominate Councilmember Mike Shipley as Council President.  Councilmember, Ward 1 Nixon seconded the motion

Vote Result: Carried unanimously by voice vote.
Appointment of Boards and Commissions:

Board of Assessment Review:

There is a vacancy to be filled on the Board of Assessment Review, which the City Council has asked the Acting City Manager James to advertise.

Planning Commission:

No vacancies to be filled.  

Zoning Board of Appeals:

No vacancies to be filled

Finger Lakes Television Cable Access Advisory Board:
Councilmember, Ward 2 Fenti moved to reappoint Peter VanDenburg and Warren White to the advisory board.  Councilmember, Ward 1 Nixon seconded the motion.

Vote Result: Carried unanimously by voice vote.
.

Appointment of City Historian:

Councilmember, Ward 1 Nixon moved to reappoint Lynn Paulson as City Historian.  Councilmember, Ward 2 Fenti seconded the motion.

Vote Result: Carried unanimously by voice vote.
Appointment of Standing Committee:
Mayor Polimeni appointed the following:

Environmental Committee:   

Chair – Rich Russell 

Trudy White-Hamilton, Marge Anthony, James Terwilliger

Ordinance:
Chair – Marge Anthony  

Doug Finch, Travis Nixon, Rich Russell 

Finance:

Chair – James Terwilliger

Michael Shipley, Doug Finch, Val Fenti 

Planning:


Chair – Val Fenti 

Michael Shipley, Travis Nixon, Trudy White-Hamilton

Appointment of Special Committee:

Youth Committee:

Co-Chairs – Trudy White-Hamilton and Travis Nixon 

Val Fenti, James Terwilliger

Charge: The Youth Committee will address issues concerning youth and recommend and support initiatives that address resolving those issues that contribute to putting youth at risk.  They will make recommendations to the Mayor and City Council about current policies, and initiatives which impact youth in the community.  The ultimate goal is to identify, discuss and recommend evidenced-based strategies to help Canandaigua youth adhere to the character initiative in the school and community.

Main Street Traffic-Calming Committee:
Co-Chairs – Dough Finch and Travis Nixon 

Mr. Dan Rice, 33 Academy Place, Mr. Kent Gilges, 28 Academy Place

Charge: The Traffic Calming Committee will address the issue of making Main Street more walkable and pedestrian oriented while keeping in mind safety, attractiveness and maintaining the character of the surrounding community.  They will:

1. Suggest short term improvements that could be implemented as we await the DOT project of rebuilding Main Street.

2. Identify, evaluate, and recommend traffic calming measures to be considered by the City for incorporation into a plan to increase pedestrian safety and walkability on main Street in Canandaigua over the next five years. 

Establishing Time for Regularly Scheduled Meetings:

Councilmember-at-Large Shipley moved the following schedule of meetings to be held at 7:00 p.m. once a month with two meetings in scheduled for November and then as needed. Councilmember, Ward 2 Fenti seconded the motion..
January 7th 

February 7th 

March 6th 

April 3rd h
May 1st 

June 5th 

July 3rd 

August 7th 

September 4th 

October 2nd 

November 6th and 20th (Budget Public Hearing)

December 4th 

Vote Result: Carried (6-3) with Councilmember, Ward 1 Nixon, Councilmember-at-Large Finch, and Mayor Ellen Polimeni voting against.

Establishing Committee Times:
Finance – 4th Tuesday 

Planning – 1st Tuesday

Ordinance – 3rd Tuesday

Environmental – 2nd Tuesday

Other meetings to be held this month are:

City and Town Meeting on January 17th
Fire Study Meeting on January 24th
Strategic Planning Session - TBD

Resolutions:

Resolution #2008-001:

Councilmember, Ward 2 Fenti read the following resolution and moved for its adoption.  Councilmember, Ward 1 Nixon seconded the motion.

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE APPOINTMENT OF 

MATTHEW J. SNYDER

AS FIRE CHIEF FOR THE CITY OF CANANDAIGUA
WHEREAS, the City Manager wishes to appoint Matthew J. Snyder of Painted Post, New York, to the position Fire Chief; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council approves said appointment; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Canandaigua that the appointment of Matthew J. Snyder to the position of Fire Chief is hereby approved; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager is hereby authorized to execute a written employment agreement between the City of Canandaigua and Matthew J. Snyder under the terms and conditions approved by City Council.

Vote Result: Carried unanimously (9-0) by roll call vote.

Immediately following the adoption of the Resolution, Chief Snyder was sworn in as an officer of the City.  The Councilmembers welcomed Chief Snyder and his family.

Resolution #2008-002:

Councilmember-at-Large Shipley read the following resolution and moved for its adoption.  Councilmember, Ward 2 Fenti Russell  seconded the motion.

A RESOLUTION AGREEING TO SELL THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 32 NORTH MAIN STREET, TO THE GREATER CANANDAIGUA FAMILY YMCA, INC. SUBJECT TO CERTAIN CONDITIONS.

WHEREAS,
Section17-2 of the City Code authorizes the City Council to sell real property belonging to the City by establishing criteria it deems  as in the best interest of the people of the City; and


WHEREAS, the property located at 32 North Main Street and identified by tax map # 84.37-1-6 is owned by the City of Canandaigua but is subject to a lease with the Greater Canandaigua Family YMCA, Inc. (“YMCA”), which initial term does not expire until January 31, 2058 and which is subject to an additional 99 year option to renew; and


WHEREAS, the YMCA has expressed an interest in purchasing this property in support of their expansion project; and


WHEREAS, the City of Canandaigua supports the services provide to the City by the YMCA but has genuine concerns regarding the displacement of City residents that will occur as a result of this proposed expansion; and


WHEREAS, an appraisal of the relevant property is currently being conducted so that both parties will be aware of the fair market value of said property.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Canandaigua that it agrees to negotiate the sale of the property located at 32 North Main Street and identified by tax map # 84.37-1-6 to the YMCA upon satisfaction of the following criteria:

1) For fair consideration negotiated by both parties; and

2) Subject to the approval of a majority vote of the City Council, the YMCA must develop and implement a relocation plan for the City residents that will be displaced as a result of the YMCA’s proposed expansion; and

3) Representatives of YMCA Board of Directors must appear before the City Council prepared to discuss the YMCA’s expansion project, the proposed benefits to the City, and the relocation plan for the displaced residents


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that another Resolution will be required to establish the fair consideration for the property and the satisfaction of the criteria before title can be transferred and subject to Section 17-3 of the City Code said resolution must be approved by three-fourths vote of the whole City Council.

Amendment: Councilmember, Ward 2 Fenti moves to make the following changes in the proposed resolution:

· Paragraph 2 – adding the word the ground in front of lease

· Add a new 5th paragraph – WHEREAS, the YMCA recognizes they lake the expertise to provide a relocation plan has contracted with the Ontario County Housing Consortium. Working in conjunction with the Ontario County Department of Social Services if appropriate, will form and implement a plan to provide relocation options ot the residents and make every attempt to keep families with school age children with the Canandaigua City School District; and

· Original Paragraph 6 is changed to read- NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOVED by the City Council of the City of Canandaigua that it agrees to sell the property located at 32 North Main Street and identified by tax map #84.37-1-6 to the YMCA upon fair consideration negotiated by both parties; and

Councilmember, Ward 1 Nixon seconded the motion.
Discussion: Chris Neilsen Key of the Heritage Project spoke about one of the houses on Atwater Park that would be torn down as part of this project. Based on research, she believes that #14-18 Atwater Place was constructed in 1790 and was a Tavern that housed prominent citizens and was a meeting place.  This was built within 8 months of the village being founded and it should be preserved and studied.  This house should be moved out of harms way. This house is not on the historic register and although it’s not a landmark, it is a Canandaigua artifact and should be studied.  The Council stated that this should be discussed by the Planning Commission.  The Council would like to see documentation on this tavern to continue this conversation.

Councilmember-at-Large Finch has reservations on this process and the hastiness of this action, and in light of this new information would prefer this to go back to committee for additional discussion.  Mayor Ellen Polimeni stated that this resolution does not obligate us but that we are willing to negotiate and the YMCA needs this for its financial obligations.

Amendment on Resolution: Vote Result: Carried (8-1) with Councilmember-at-Large Finch voting against.

Amended Resolution: Vote Result: Carried (8-1) with Councilmember-at-Large Finch voting against.

Councilmember-at-Large Terwilliger followed up to make sure we are sensitive to the information we have learned tonight and why it is not on the historic register.  Acting City Manager James stated that this could be because it has been significantly altered over time.  There is a book at the historical society which explains why properties were added to the registry but not why they were not.  Councilmember Terwilliger stated that we should put together a team to take a look at the property and make sure we educate ourselves to the history of the property. We should have this as a topic when we meet with the YMCA.

Mayor Ellen Polimeni indicated that we need to meet with the YMCA to discuss the negotiations for the sale of the property.  The Planning Committee could do it on February 5th.  This should satisfy the need to act by the end of the month.  

Resolution #2008-003:

Councilmember-at-Large Shipley read the following resolution and moved for its adoption.  Councilmember-at-Large Finch seconded the motion.

A RESOLUTION 

DESIGNATING THE ACTING CITY JUDGE
WHEREAS, Section 2104 of the Uniform City Court Act authorizes the appointment of an Acting City Judge by the City Council;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Canandaigua that, pursuant to said Section, appointment is hereby made of John Schuppenhauer as Acting City Judge for the calendar years 2008 through 2013.

Councilmember, Ward 2 Fenti stated that he supports another candidate, and his vote is not intended to be a  negative reflection on Judge Schuppenhauer but a reflection of the references and court proceedings listened to.

Vote Result: Carried (8-1) with Councilmember, Ward 2 Fenti voting against.

Adjournment:

Councilmember Shipley moved to adjourn at 8:11 p.m.  Councilmember, Ward 2 Fenti seconded the motion.

Vote Result: Carried unanimously by voice vote.

                                           Nancy C. Abdallah


                             City Clerk-Treasurer
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