City of Canandaigua Council Meeting September 7, 2006

MINUTES OF THE CANANDAIGUA CITY COUNCIL MEETING
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2006, 7:00 P.M.

City Council Chambers

City Website: canandaiguanewyork.gov

Mayor Polimeni called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call: 
Members present:

Mayor Ellen Polimeni

Councilmember, Ward 1 Travis Nixon
Councilmember, Ward 2 Valentine Fenti
Councilmember, Ward 3 Richard Russell
Councilmember, Ward 4 Margery Anthony

Councilmember-at-Large Christine Henehan
Councilmember-at-Large Michael Shipley

Councilmember-at-Large James Terwilliger

Councilmember-at-Large Lori Rivet

Others present:

City Manager Stephen C. Cole
Corporation Counsel Michele O. Smith
City Clerk-Treasurer Nancy C. Abdallah

Review Core Values: Councilmember-at-Large Rivet read the Community Core Values:  As residents, city staff and appointed & elected officials of the City of Canandaigua, our decisions and actions will be guided by these core values: Responsive, Participatory Governance; Caring; Integrity; Heritage; Stewardship; and Continuous Improvement.


Approval of Minutes: Councilmember-at-Large Shipley moved approval of the Council Minutes of August 3, 2006.  Councilmember-at-Large Rivet seconded the motion, unanimously approved by Council.

Recognition of Guests:

· Bob Houle, owner of the Temple Bar on Niagara St. thanked the Council for allowing him to hold a concert on Niagara St., which due to the sudden availability of the band, approval needed to be done quickly.  City staff was able to accommodate this request even though many department heads were on vacation.  Councilmember, Ward 2 Fenti had inquired that maybe something could be done for the Ward 2 neighborhood where the concert was held.  It was decided to charge a small admission to be donated to the neighborhood watch. Mr. Houle presented the Council members with T-Shirts. Also, $572 dollars was raised at the door and in addition Mr. Houle added to make it an even $1,000 with the extra money to be used for the kids in Ward 2 possibly for a Halloween Party at Jefferson Square Park or the Salvation Army.

· Mayor Polimeni welcomed Don Raw, the new Superintendent of the Canandaigua School District.  Mr. Raw shared that his previous experience included being a superintendent in two districts, principal at all levels, coach, social studies and computer teacher. In his discussions with the School Board and Mr. Uebbing he noted just how many different types of collaborations exist with the Canandaigua Schools and one of the more key ones exist with the City.  This presents opportunities to maximize the tax dollars for the taxpayers that we all represent.  More specifically we have in place a School Resource Officer at the academy, which is due to the cooperation of the School, City and County.  He indicated that it is a pleasure to be here along with his wife and three sons.  Mayor Polimeni indicated that there is a reception for Mr. Raw on Sunday 2-4 in the atrium at the Academy.

Committee Reports:

Councilmember-at-Large Rivet reported that the Ordinance Committee met on Tuesday, September 5th and submitted the following reports:

1. Architecture Review Discussion was continued.  Rick Brown brought us the proposal discussed at the last meeting with some language and how this approach would affect projects already under way or approved.  He also explained how this process would work for a new project.  After questions were answered and some discussion, the committee voted 2-2 to approve this approach.  As there is a majority of Council in favor of continuing the discussion, staff will bring a draft of guidelines for council to look at next month.

2. Phoenix Street rezoning request.  A proposal has been brought for discussion to change the "middle section" of Phoenix St to mixed use.  Councilmember Rich Russell asked for the most stringent of our mixed-use zones to be reviewed for allowable uses.  This will be in our AR's Friday.  The only agreement reached was that an improvement would be desired, but the correct approach will take some study.

3. SEQR for the Comprehensive Plan Amendment was held over.

4. Bikes and Sidewalks discussion will continue with more input from the Pat McCarthy and Michelle Smith present.

5. A frame signs are still an issue, but as the hour was late, discussion will wait for a later meeting.

Councilmember-at-Large Terwilliger reported that the Finance Committee met on Tuesday, August 15th and submitted the following report:

1. Second Quarter Budget Report:  Committee reviewed second quarter budget report for the General, Water, and Sewer Funds.  The General and Sewer Funds are showing positive cash flows year-to-date. The Water Fund shows a YTD negative cash flow of about $100,000, primarily due to metered water sales running behind by about the same amount.  City staff is investigating the source of this revenue shortfall.  Examples of new General Fund bar graphs showing cumulative YTD income and spending for current year and previous year were included in the report.  These charts will be refined and expanded in future reports.

Staff was commended for meeting the new, more-aggressive time deadline for issuing quarterly reports as requested by Council at an earlier Finance Committee meeting.

APPROVED 3-0 acceptance of the report.

The meeting was adjourned and followed by the Environmental Committee meeting chaired by Councilmember Nixon.

Councilmember, Ward 1 Nixon reported that the Environmental Committee met on Tuesday, August 15th and submitted the following report:

1. After a long and lively discussion about our pesticide education brochure the Committee and council members present directed the City Manager to proceed with the brochure with some changes to the chart and pending approval by our City Attorney. The Committee would like to thank Russ Welser of Cornell Cooperative Extension and Kevin Olvany of the Watershed Task Force for their hard work and dedication to this effort.  

2. Some changes were needed to the engineering service contract for the Sucker Brook improvements that was awarded in March. Kevin Olvany updated the Committee on the progress and success of the project. The Committee unanimously moved to Council for adoption the amended contract, it also asked Kevin to come back and give us a full update at a future meeting or possibly a televised Council meeting. 

3. The Committee and council members present reviewed the second part of our strategic plan objectives, Full Service. After some questions and comments the second part was approved and we will review the third and fourth parts in our next Planning meeting.

4. A concerned and well-informed citizen brought to our attention that a historic marker that used to be located on Lakeshore Drive had not been up for many years and had recently been found. The marker noted part of the Sullivan Clinton campaign and the Committee unanimously voted to accept the marker, and to let the historians, both local and Seneca recommend the restored location of the marker.

5. The Committee unanimously voted to recommend to Council for approval of several special events. They are; the Canandaigua Poetry Festival on September 9th 12-6 PM in the Commons, Fall Into Canandaigua on October 7th 2-8 PM in Downtown, the Post Christmas Blues Run on December 30th.  The City Manger informed the Committee about the St. Mary’s barbeque that was scheduled for during their festival.

Next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 19th.

Councilmember, Ward 3 Russell reported that the Planning Committee met on Tuesday, August 29th and reported the following:

1. Approved Goal Sheet # 3 and 4 for the Strategic Plan.

2. Economic Development Revolving Loan Fund, which sets aside $200,000 for low interest loan assistance to business to qualified individuals.

3. 2007 Housing Grant Application process.

4. Charlotte Street discussion on traffic and trees.

5. Scheduling of Ward Meetings:

Ward 2: Thursday, September 28th 6:30 to 7:30 pm at the Hurley Building

Ward 3: Thursday, September 28th 8:00 to 9:00 pm at the Hurley Building

Ward 1: Saturday, September 30th 8:00 to 9:00 am at City Hall

Ward 4: Saturday, September 30th 9:30 t0 10:30 am at City Hall

6. Special Event: Canandaigua Teachers’ Association Chicken Barbecue.

Next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 26th.

Councilmember, Ward 2 Fenti reported that the Youth Committee met on Thursday, August 10th and submitted the following report:

Besides committee members, the meeting was attended by Greg Ferguson of STAR, Michele Albrecht of the YMCA, Janet Johnston of the PTO and Gretchen Syvrud.

Mission Statement: Ellen Polimeni will incorporate “action” and “partnership into a revised version of: ”By continually educating ourselves as to the problems of all area youth, and in partnership with the community, advocate proven programs, identify programming gaps within our demographic area, and ultimately recommend solutions and request appropriate action, to City council.
Vision Statement: Vision Statement was approved by a 5/0 vote. We envision a community where all youth are prepared for life’s challenges, and that they have the opportunity to develop and mature physically, educationally and emotionally within a safe and caring environment.

Youth Services Expo: The committee discussed posters and decided a Power Point presentation would be more appropriate. They would like the program to be “solutions’ focused. Patty D’Amico will explore the Council on Alcoholism to see if they already have such a program. Conversation with her on Monday 8/14 she said they will make themselves available and provide a Power Point program and literature.

The committee suggested we also have info on internet safety issues.

The Committee suggested a ½ page card stock hand out listing the participants of the expo for Parents to take away as a reference.

Jan Johnston will check with the PTO regarding getting the word out and their help with refreshments.

Discussion on how to engage youth and parents in a “team rules” effort to make them aware of the dangers of alcohol and other stresses with teens in Middle School and the Academy. Some reasons for student stress in these grades were identified as:

· Family issues

· Lack of adequate Family connections

· Over achieving

· Picking Colleges

· Foreign Language requirements

· Need to succeed

· Depression

Solutions include:

· Closer family child to parent relationships

· National Help Program

· Gaming Clubs

· Give them opportunity to succeed

· Never Alone Club type efforts

· Alternate after school programs

The Expo Meeting dates will take the place of our September Meeting. Our next meeting will be Thursday October 12 at 7PM. at the Hurley Building.

Sal Pietropaolo, Economic Development, reported that the BID Board met on August 23rd and discussed the following:

· Finance Report

· Art Festival Recap

· Maintenance and Capital Improvement discussion

· Rural Opportunities have sent out letters for follow up for the Main St. Grant

· Downtown patrol hours

· Parking lot status

· Events and promotions

· Latest Press Release from the Chamber regarding the Spot Hop: “Spot Hop Beats past 3 years ridership.  2000th rider boards at the NY Wine and Culinary Center.  Spot Hop which ends its ridership September 1st, posted the largest ridership since the start of operations 4 years ago.  The total ridership for 2006 season –2022 riders, a 12% increase over 2005…”

Mr. Pietropaolo commented that Councilmember, Ward 2 Fenti representing the City, was a driving force for the Spot Hop.

Mayor Polimeni reported that Kevin Olvany from the Watershed Council would be asked to come to a future Council Meeting to speak to some of the storm water issues and the work on Sucker Brook.
Resolutions:

Resolution #2006-066:

A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE CITY OF CANANDAIGUA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN WITH REGARD TO THE SOUTHEAST INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT 
Discussion: Councilmember-at-Large Shipley made a motion to table this resolution to a future agenda.  Councilmember-at-Large Rivet seconded the motion.

Vote Result: Carried unanimously.

Resolution #2006-067:

Councilmember-at-Large Terwilliger read the following resolution and moved for its adoption.  Councilmember-at-Large Rivet seconded the motion.

A RESOLUTION AMENDING AN ENGINEERING SERVICE CONTRACT FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 

SUCKER BROOK STREAM PROTECTION STRATEGY 
WHEREAS, the City of Canandaigua passed Resolution #2005-024 on March 3rd, 2005 awarding an engineering service contract to Stormwater Management Consultants to complete the engineer design services component of the Sucker Brook Stream Protection Strategy with a not to exceed fee of $18,400.00; and

WHEREAS, substantial progress has been made on this contract including the engineered design work, and completion of the Parrish St., Ellis Place and City Lot sites; and

WHEREAS, stormwater management design services were also necessary to improve the drainage and water quality near the Greater Canandaigua Civic Center which flows into Sucker Brook because the existing stormwater detention area and parking lot were inadequate; and

WHEREAS, Stormwater Management Consultants submitted an amended proposal for engineering services to include the design of the new stormwater pond, parking lot and berm drainage at the Civic Center/Canandaigua Estates area with a not to exceed fee of $3,900.00; and

WHEREAS, the City of Canandaigua and Canandaigua Lake Watershed Council were successful in receiving two state matching grants totaling $344,000 in state and local funds that will be used to pay for these engineering services to implement the Sucker Brook Stream Protection Strategy including the Civic Center site; and

WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the Public Works Director, Watershed Program Manager and City Manager to amend the existing engineering service contract to Stormwater Management Consultants, by $3,900.00 in order to complete the work at the Civic Center; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Canandaigua City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager to amend the existing contract with Stormwater Management Consultants, 77 East Main Street, Victor, New York 14564 to include the additional proposal in the amount of $3,900.00 and an amended total not to exceed engineering contract amount of $22,300.00.

Vote Result: Carried unanimously by roll call vote.

Resolution #2006-068:


Councilmember-at-Large Henehan read the following resolution and moved for its adoption.  Councilmember-at-Large Rivet seconded the motion.

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING VARIOUS SPECIAL EVENTS

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Canandaigua has received the following applications for special events in the City of Canandaigua:

►
Canandaigua Poetry Festival



Date: September 9, 2006

Location: The Commons 

Time: 12:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.



Sponsor: Downtown Business Improvement District



Purpose:  Bring People Downtown-Promote Downtown Businesses



Activities:  Poetry Reading & Music on the Stage

►
Patriot Day



Date: September 11, 2006

Location: The Commons, Corners South Main Street & Coach Street



Time: 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.



Sponsor: Community Events Committee



Purpose:  Remember Victims and Heroes of America’s Worst Tragedy

►
Canandaigua Academy Homecoming Parade



Date: September 23, 2006

Parade Route: Howell Street to Main Street to Fort Hill Avenue to Evan’s Field



Time: 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.



Sponsor: Canandaigua Student Government

►
Fall into Canandaigua



Date: October 7, 2006

Location: Main Street 

Time: 2:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.



Sponsor: Downtown Business Improvement District



Purpose:  Promote Downtown 



Activities:  Not-for-Profit Booths, Family Activities, Pie Contest



Streets to be Closed:  Coach Street from Main to Chase driveway

►
Canandaigua Lake 50 Mile Relay & Untramarathon



Date:  October 7, 2006 (Date Correction for Ultramarathon)



Location:  FLCC—Race to Pass Through City Limits

Time:  7:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Purpose:  Fundraiser for Serenity House (Hospice in Victor)



Sponsor: “Canandaigua Ultra”

►
Post Christmas Blues 5K Run



Date: December 30, 2006

Location: Start at Methodist Church, Run Along City Streets

Time: 8:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.



Sponsor: Canandaigua Academy Boosters Club



Purpose:  School Athletic Fund Raiser






WHEREAS, the Environmental Committee reviewed and endorsed these requests at their August 15, 2006 meeting, except for the Homecoming Parade, which was reviewed and endorsed at the Planning Committee Meeting on August 29, 2006; and

WHEREAS, the City Manager has determined that these events will pose no threat to the public safety; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Canandaigua that permission is granted to hold the Special Events at the times and locations listed above; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the organizers of the Special Events shall adhere to any regulations that the City Manager and the City Police Department shall establish to insure the health and safety of Canandaigua residents throughout these events.

Vote Result: Carried unanimously.

Discussion: Economic Development Director Sal Pietropaolo stated that the 9/11 Ceremony will be at 6:30 starting at the Commons Park with a procession of Police, Fire and EMS personnel proceeding to the American Legion for the laying of the wreath at the 9/11 Memorial, lighting of a memorial candle, rifle salute, playing of taps and benediction.

Resolution #2006-069:

Councilmember, Ward 1 Nixon read the following resolution and moved for its adoption.  Councilmember-at-Large Rivet seconded the motion.

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE CITY OF CANANDAIGUA

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REVOLVING LOAN PROGRAM 

WHEREAS, the City desires to support a variety of community and economic development activities, specifically where such activities create or retain permanent, private sector job opportunities principally for low- and moderate-income persons, and

WHEREAS the repayment of loans made by the Community Development program in the 1990s has generated funds (i.e., “Program Income”) that can be used as a source of funding such a program; 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Canandaigua City Council that up to $240,000 in Community Development Program Income funds shall be used to establish “Economic Development Revolving Loan.”  

Vote Result: Carried unanimously by roll call vote.

Resolution #2006-070:

Councilmember, Ward 2 Fenti read the following resolution and moved for its adoption.  Councilmember-at-Large Rivet seconded the motion.

A RESOLUTION CREATING TWO POSITIONS AND 

ELIMINATING ONE POSITION INTHE DEPARTMENT PUBLIC WORKS 

WHEREAS, the Coordinator of Public Works is responsible for managing a large and complex department that provides many services critical to the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the City of Canandaigua; and

WHEREAS the retirement of the Labor Supervisor in the spring of 2005 has greatly increased the workload of the Coordinator of Public Works; and


WHEREAS, the City Manager has recommended the creation of a Director of Public Works position and the creation of a second Coordinator of Public Works position; and

      
WHEREAS, the Planning Committee of the City Council reviewed this proposal at its August 29th meeting and recommended that the proposed positions be created; 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Canandaigua City Council does hereby create the new position of Director of Public Works and a second Coordinator of Public Works position; and  



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the existing position of Labor Supervisor is hereby abolished effective immediately; and 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the starting salary for the Director of Public Works shall be $77,700, and the starting salary for the second Coordinator of Public Works position shall be $51,956.

Vote Result: Carried unanimously by roll call vote.

Resolution #2006-071:

Councilmember, Ward 3 Russell read the following resolution and moved for its adoption.  Councilmember, Ward 2 Fenti seconded the motion.

A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND THANKING 

COUNCILMEMBER LORI RIVET
FOR HER SERVICE TO THE CITY OF CANANDAIGUA
WHEREAS, Lori Rivet has served her community as a member of the City Council for nearly 13 years, representing the residents of Ward IV from 1994 until 2005, and the City At- Large since January of this year; and 

WHEREAS, prior to becoming a member of the City Council, Lori Rivet served on the on the Zoning Board of Appeals in 1993; and

WHEREAS, during her years of service on the City Council, Lori Rivet served as a member of the Environmental, Ordinance, and Planning Committees, chairing the Environmental Committee from 2000 to 2001 and the Ordinance Committee from 2004 to 2006; and also served on the 2002 Comprehensive Plan Committee; and 

WHEREAS, as Ordinance Committee Chair, she displayed a consistent professional demeanor allowing the opinions of all, worked to assure that ordinances were effective and enforceable, and advanced several quality of life initiatives; and
WHEREAS, during Lori Rivet’s tenure as a Councilmember, many significant capital projects were accomplished, including the redevelopment of Kershaw Park and the construction of Lakefront Park and Lagoon Park, construction of the Phase III water transmission main and the implementation of improvements to the Wastewater Treatment Plant, the restoration of the City Hall portico, the construction of The Commons, the installation of a new playground at Baker Park, and multiple street construction projects, most notably the reconstruction of North Street and the construction of the industrial access road that reduced truck traffic on Buffalo Street, and the reconstruction of West Gibson Street, Baker Drive, and Davidson Avenue; and

WHEREAS, other significant accomplishments for which Lori shares the credit include the adoption of Architectural Guidelines for all commercial areas of the City, the rezoning of South Main St. as a mixed-use district, and several initiatives to make Canandaigua more pedestrian-friendly, such as the sidewalk snow removal ordinance; and

WHEREAS, all of these projects were accomplished while the City maintained a tax rate lower than that of comparable small cities, and water and sewer rates lower than those of other nearby communities, and 

WHEREAS, such public service involves personal sacrifice, and is especially noteworthy in these times when levels of volunteerism and civic involvement are declining;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Canandaigua City Council, on behalf of the residents of the City of Canandaigua, does hereby recognize and thank Lori Rivet for her years of dedicated service to the City of Canandaigua.

Vote Result: Carried unanimously.

Mayor Polimeni thanked Councilmember-at-Large Rivet for her many years of service to the City of Canandaigua as well as her family for supporting her.

Doug Finch, on behalf of Assemblyman Brian Kolb, presented Councilmember-at-Large Rivet with an Official NYS Assembly Citation.  

Ordinances: None
Payment of Bills: 

Councilmember-at-Large Terwilliger advised that the following bills were paid:

	Payee
	Project 
	Payment #
	      Amount

	
	
	
	

	Sniedze Associates
	Granger St. Wtrmn Rplmnt & Academy Pl.

Scotland Rd. Watermain Eng. Services
	6
	$790.00


Manager's Report:
City Manager Cole gave the following report:

· Sidewalk work in September will include curb cuts for handicap access, replacement of sidewalks, and finishing the second and third bump-outs.

· Lagoon Park is moving along and materials have been ordered for the gazebo and overlooks.  There is an issue with a pipe that is clogging and needs to be redesigned.

· Northeast Park is going very well and we will be working with the school district for the construction of the building that will be house the restroom and irrigation facilities.  City Manager Cole again stated what a great job the Town of Canandaigua did of reshaping the land into three fields and a playground area.  He stated that the park is not ready for use yet.

· Sonnenberg Park playground equipment has been ordered and will be installed in November.

· The Neighborhood Watch Group has taken on a different direction with less emphasis on security efforts because of the success in dealing with some of the issues.  The City has received checks for the Neighborhood Watch Group that need to be cashed and held for the Watch Group activities or returned to the contributors.  Mayor Polimeni indicated that the Council does agree to cash the checks and use them for activities such as education or service projects in the community.

· Commons Park chairs and tables were purchased this year but were a hassle to set up and take down every night because they were so heavy.  It was decided to leave them out overnight and so far they have been out for two weeks with no theft or damage.

· Councilmember, Ward 1 Nixon asked about the dates for the clean up days in the City.  City Manager Cole stated that it would start the first week in October.  The wards are always rotated each year so this year the order is Ward 2, 3, 4 and 1.

Miscellaneous:

· Public Hearing:  Resolution  #2006-066- A Resolution Amending the City of Canandaigua Comprehensive Plan

Mayor Polimeni called the hearing to order at 8:20 p.m.

No one was present to speak to this resolution and Mayor Polimeni declared the public hearing closed at 8:21 p.m.
· Mayor Polimeni asked Mr. Finch to convey to Assemblyman Kolb our thanks for securing the funding for the new flagpole at City Hall.  Councilmember, Ward 1 Nixon thanked Assemblyman Kolb for personally donating the Flag.

· Community Cleanup day is Saturday, October 7th.  We are asking people from the community to come and help clean up areas such as parks, parking lots etc.  We have had little response from the public so we need to contact community service groups and scouting groups to help.  Everyone is welcome.  Councilmember-at-Large Rivet added that we might want to contact some of the employers in the area to see if they want to help. Councilmember-at-Large Terwilliger stated that in addition to calling us to volunteer, they also should call about areas that need cleaning up, which could include private yards for people who cannot do it themselves. 

· Councilmember, Ward 3 Russell stated that last month he recognized the Day Camp   counselors and staff and inadvertently forgot to recognize the fact that the Town of Canandaigua also provides financial support. Also some of the Day Camp activities take place in the Town.  Specifically Councilmember, Ward 3 Russell recognizes Dennis Brewer, who was instrumental in putting those activities together for the program. 

· Councilmember, Ward 3 Russell reminds us that school is open and when dropping off students at school please take extra time so everyone gets to school safely.

· Mayor Polimeni mentioned three proclamations she will be delivering in September: 

· Constitution Day on September 17th, which marks the 219th anniversary of the drafting of the Constitution.

· September is Drug and Alcohol Awareness Month

· National Assisted Living Week which is September 10th through September 16th.
Adjournment:

Councilmember-at-Large Shipley moved to adjourn at 8:30 p.m.  Councilmember-at-Large Rivet seconded the motion.

Vote Result: Carried unanimously.


                                          Nancy C. Abdallah


                            City Clerk-Treasurer
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