MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL, HELD 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2005, 7:00 P.M.


City Council Chambers








Present:		Ellen Polimeni, Mayor


			Travis Nixon, Councilmember Ward I


		Valentine Fenti, Councilmember Ward II


			Richard Russell, Councilmember Ward III


Lori Rivet, Councilmember Ward IV


			Sarah Hamlin, Councilmember-at-Large


Michael Shipley, Councilmember-at-Large


James Terwilliger, Councilmember-at-Large





Also Present:		Stephen C. Cole, City Manager  


			Michele O. Smith, Corporation Counsel		


			Nancy C. Abdallah, City Clerk-Treasurer





Absent:		C. Marshall Seager, Councilmember-at-Large (Arrived at 7:02)








Mayor Polimeni called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.





Councilmember Seager arrived at the meeting at 7:02 pm.





Councilmember Rivet read the Community Core Values.





Councilmember Hamlin moved approval of the Regular Minutes of August 4, 2005.  Councilmember Rivet seconded the motion, unanimously approved by Council.





Recognition of Guests:





Mayor Polimeni recognized Assemblyman Brian Kolb, who was present for the ribbon cutting ceremony for the new pathways entrance on mainstreet, which was made possible as a result of a grant he secured through the assembly.  This entrance connects the walkway to the beginning of pathways on Ontario street.





Assemblyman Kolb recognized Lou Loy, Director of Public Works, for his leadership, hard work and dedication in dealing with the water main breaks and snowstorms this past winter and presented him with a NYS Assembly Citation.  It was noted how hard Lou and his department work for the citizens of Canandaigua.





Assemblyman Kolb recognized Firefighter Mike Bates as Firefighter of the Year and read a joint legislative resolution passed in the New York State Senate and the New York State Assembly.  Firefighter Mike Bates was honored for his efforts in writing grant applications for the department, updating telephone service for city hall and the fire department, as an EMT for the department responding to numerous calls, and saving a young woman trapped in an apartment fire.





Firefighter Mike Bates thanked everyone for this honor and recognized that this is a team effort.  He thanked his fellow firefighters and the community for their support.





Assembly Kolb asked if there were any questions for him regarding the work going on in Albany.  He mentioned that is was a great year for Canandaigua, which included the Wine and Culinary Center and saving Sonnenberg Gardens. Mayor Polimeni asked about a bill allowing Municipalities to have more control over their speed limits. Assembly Kolb will look into this matter and give feedback as to its status.





Mayor Polimeni recognized other firefighters present and thanked them on behalf of the council for their efforts in securing grant money available through homeland security.  Also recognized was Chief Case for all he does. 





Judy Bennett our local representative for the Red Cross came to talk about the efforts on behalf of the victims of Hurricane Katrina and what Canandaigua can do to help. She thanked the generosity of Canandaigua and Ontario County.  There are 300 Shelters open in 9 states.   The Red Cross first responds to the human needs once they are out of the danger zones. The second phase will be much longer, after immediate needs are met, and Canandaigua can step forward and help rebuild these communities.  





Gordy Jones, Chairperson of the Commons Committee gave us a status report of the project. Mr. Jones stated that there are still some final touches that need to be done to finish the park which include the metal archway that connects the front posts, finishing touches on the water feature, the storage shed needs to be put up and ironwork on the stage.  Additional funds are still needed to fill the gap if anyone still wants to donate for this effort.





Mayor Polimeni welcomed Boy Scout Brian Tiller from Troop 30 who is working on his Citizenship and Community badge.








Committee Reports:





Councilmember Rivet reported that the Ordinance Committee met on August 9 and discussed the following items:





Dog control:  The committee recommended to council approval of the changes to the dog control ordinance including stiffer penalties and a limit of 16 hours for fixed point tethering.





Architectural review:  The council members present (all but Sarah and Marsh) were polled for their level of support for continued discussion with the planning commission on architectural review.  Several council members have unanswered questions, but most supported continuing the discussion.





Parking enforcement plan:  The committee recommends 4-0 a new parking plan for downtown as a test.  We will try 90 minute parking.





Light pollution:  The committee asked the corporation counsel to look into language and other communities ordinances.





There was discussion, but no action on boathouse zoning.  





Muar House parking request:  The business has asked council to consider a time limit on half of the city lot near their business.  The committee voted 3-1 in favor of this request with a reasonable time limit for the easterly half of the lot.





The committee voted 4-0 to remove scooters from the skateboard ordinance as it pertains to downtown.





Next Meeting: The Agenda for the September 8th meeting at 7:00 P.M. is as follows:


Parking regulation changes


NYS Culinary Center parking request


City Pier issues


Continued discussion on light pollution


		





Councilmember Nixon reported that the Environmental Committee met on August 12 and discussed the following items:   





The meeting started with a continuance of our July’s meeting discussion of the ongoing deer problem and possible solutions. Residents came out from all parts of the City to plead with the Committee that the deer not be hunted, and that a more humane way be found to control them. All who spoke admitted to having had deer in their yard and of some damage caused by the deer. Most felt that the damage level was tolerable.  A few residents came to ask for immediate help with their ongoing struggle with the deer as their problems were intolerable and only getting worse as development continues through out Wards 1 and 4.  The City Manager reported that after speaking with the DEC that they would not recommend, or even possibly allow, relocation of any of the herds and that sterilization is an often an ineffective way to control the population. He also said in response to the many citizen testimonies of traffic accidents and dead deer caused by cars that the City would install deer crossing signs on Chapel Street. He will also make sure that a DEC representative would be at our next meeting to discuss options and answer citizen and Council questions and we can continue to work towards a solution that will be acceptable to all citizens.





Moving on to special events we first looked at the St. Mary’s 5K run that was scheduled for that Friday night. After the Committee and the other Council Members present reviewed the route, we asked the City Manger to have them either change the time, or the route, so that we would not have to shut down one of the City’s busiest Main Street intersections on a Friday night. The runner’s safety was the biggest concern and an alternate route that did not cross Main Street on Friday night or a time when traffic was lighter was preferred. The City Manger said that he would work it out with them. With those changes in mind it was unanimously moved to Council to for approval. The Committee also unanimously sent the annual Canandaigua Academy Homecoming Parade, scheduled for October 1st at 12pm, to Council for approval.





The Committee briefly discussed whether we would be interested in hearing a presentation by Finger Lakes Alcohol Counseling and Referral Agency, FLACRA, regarding a possible transition home to be established in the City. FLACRA would buy the house, convert it from multifamily to 2 family use and help rehabilitates reintegrate into the main stream. The consensus among Council Members present was that was an idea worth hearing and they will be scheduled for a future committee meeting.





We wrapped up the evening by discussing City Council’s fall schedule and whether some of the changes we had made were worth keeping. Those present felt that our current 7:00pm start time and the integration of public hearings into the Council Agenda were great changes and should be kept. The discussion as to whether to keep with City Staff’s request of Council meeting once a month was not as well received and there were many differing opinions.  Most of the discussion centered on public accessibility and whether televising committee meetings would increase accessibility or limit the free flowing discussions of work sessions and intimidate some residents who have problems speaking in front of official bodies. With that idea in mind it was decided that all future committee reports would be submitted in writing for inclusion into the City Council official minutes.  The Committee did unanimously move to Council the recommendation that Council Rules and Procedures be changed to read “council will meet on the first Thursday of the month and as necessary. 





As we are waiting for response from the NY DEC representative we have not scheduled a next meeting date.


		





Councilmember Seager reported that the Finance Committee would meet on September 13th with several items on the agenda:  


Senior Citizen Agency funding update


Water/Sewer Repayment Policy


Second Quarter Budget Report


2005 Budget Amendments





		








Councilmember Shipley reported that the Planning Committee would meet on September 6 to discuss Architectural Review with the Planning Commission.


		





Councilmember Seager reported that the BID Board met on August 23 and discussed the following:


Finance Report


Coach St. dumpsters issue is under control but will continue to be monitored.


Main St. garbage containers filled by vendors.


Permanent structure for the Farmer’s Market.


Final promotions for the year.


		





Mayor Polimeni advised that the Watershed Council is requesting 2 people to serve on the Subcommittee on Land Use.  Rick Brown, Director of Development and Planning and Pam Thompson, Chairperson of the Zoning Board will be asked to serve on this committee.


		





Mayor Polimeni and Councilmember Fenti attended a Public Hearing concerning the VA.  Several options regarding the use of VA were discussed and there were 4 or 5 options recommended that were passed along to Albany for further consideration and study.  All of the options keep VA services in Canandaigua.





Resolutions:





Councilmember Terwilliger read a resolution and moved its adoption.  Councilmember Seager seconded the motion, carried unanimously by roll call vote.





Resolution #2005-087





A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SPECIAL EVENTS


(September 11th Memorial Ceremony/Parade & Homecoming Parade)








WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Canandaigua has received the following applications for special events in the City of Canandaigua:


		


	September 11th 2001 Memorial Event


		Date: September 11, 2005


Location: The Commons & American Legion Post


Time: 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.


Parade Route:  Main Street (across from Commons) to American Legion


Purpose:  Recognize Victims & Heroes of September 11, 2001 Tragedy


	Sponsor: Community Events Committee & Canandaigua Post #256





	2005 Canandaigua Academy Homecoming Parade


		Date: October 1, 2005


		Parade Route:  Howell Street to Main Street to Fort Hill Avenue


		Time of Parade:  12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 


		Sponsor: Canandaigua Student Government





	WHEREAS, the City Manager has determined that such activities and events will pose no threat to the public safety; and





	WHEREAS, the abovementioned groups must meet insurance requirements of the City of Canandaigua for their requested events;





NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Canandaigua that the Special Event Requests are hereby granted permission to hold their events at the times and locations listed above; and





BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the organizers of the Special Events shall adhere to any regulations that the City Manager and the City Police Department shall establish to insure the health and safety of Canandaigua residents throughout these events.








Sergeant Major Fred Schutz, responsible for the September 11, 2001 Memorial Event program, indicated that the Honorable Craig Doran will be the Master of Ceremonies for this years event, Mayor Polimeni will present the Resolution and a student form the academy will give a dissertation on “What 9/11 Means to Me”.





		








Councilmember Nixon read a resolution and moved its adoption.  Councilmember Fenti seconded the motion, carried unanimously by roll call vote.





RESOLUTION # 2005 – 088





A RESOLUTION AWARDING A MATERIALS CONTRACT


TO SUPPLY WATER AND SANITARY SEWER PIPE


AND APPURTANANCES


FOR THE NORTHEAST PARK





	WHEREAS, the City, Town and Canandaigua City School District are participating in the construction of the Northeast Park at the corner of East and Chapel Streets; and





	WHEREAS, bids were received on August 22, 2005, to supply necessary water and sanitary sewer piping and appurtenances with four bidders participating; and





	WHEREAS, Blair Supply Corporation has submitted the lowest responsive bid in the amount of $9,627.66; and





	WHEREAS, the City Manager and Public Works Director recommend a contract award to Blair Supply Corporation; and





	WHEREAS, adequate funding for this contract award is included in the 2005 Water and Sewer Capital Budget.





	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager to execute a contract with Blair Supply Corporation, 785 Beahan Road, Rochester, New York 14624 to supply water and sanitary sewer pipe and appurtenances in an amount not to exceed $9,627.66.





	


Ordinances:





Councilmember Rivet moved to lift from the table Ordinance #2005-014, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 6.08 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE “DOG CONTROL”(Originally introduced and tabled at the August 4th Council Meeting).  Councilmember Fenti seconded the motion, unanimously approved by Council.





Councilmember Rivet moved adoption of Ordinance #2005-014.   Councilmember Russell seconded the motion.





Councilmember Rivet explained that the committee has proposed changes to the ordinance which eliminates the language “Fixed Point” as it relates to tethering and the ordinance would apply to any tethering of dogs for more than 16 hours in a 24 hour period.  Councilmember Rivet was not in favor of these changes due to budget constraints surrounding enforcement of this ordinance.





Councilmember Fenti is also not in favor of this ordinance because there is no suitable enforcement in place, the ordinance is not enforceable unless there are cameras on the dog and just because a dog is not tethered there still is no assurance of it not being mistreated.





Councilmember Seager made a point that part of the value of ordinances is education.





Councilmember Terwilliger made a motion to amend the ordinance to reflect new language as proposed by the committee to eliminate the reference to “Fixed Point” as it relates to tethering.  Councilmember Seager seconded the motion.





Councilmember Terwilliger pointed out that this ordinance fits well with our Community Core Value of Caring.


A roll call vote was taken on the amendment, which carried with 7 Councilmembers voting in favor and Councilmembers Rivet and Fenti opposing.





Joel Freedman, 329 N. Main St. was pleased that Council removed technicalities from this ordinance with this amendment.  There seems to be a good working relationship between the Police Department and Humane Society.  Police can investigate based on complaints form residences and this should not take up an inordinate amount of time on behalf of our Police Department.





A roll call vote was taken on the amended ordinance, which carried with 7 Councilmembers voting in favor and Councilmembers Rivet and Fenti opposing.





		








Councilmember Russell introduced an ordinance, which was tabled.





ORDINANCE #2005-015





AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 9.20, ENTITLED “PARKING, STANDING AND STOPPING OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE”


(Chapel Street)








Be it enacted by the City Council of the City of Canandaigua as follows:





SECTION 1.  Section 9.20.030 (Parking, Standing and Stopping Restrictions) of the Municipal Code is hereby amended.





SECTION 2.  Section 9.20.030 (22, Chapel Street) shall be amended to add the following:





	No parking, standing or stopping between 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. Monday through Friday on the south side from the east curbline of Main Street to the west curbline of North Pleasant Street.





SECTION 3.	This ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days from its adoption.





		





Councilmember Fenti introduced an ordinance, which was tabled.





ORDINANCE #2005-016





AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 4.04, ENTITLED REGULATION OF PARK FACILITIES OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE


(Kershaw Parking Lot)








Be it enacted by the City Council of the City of Canandaigua as follows:





SECTION 1.  Section 4.04.180 (Vehicles) of the Municipal Code is hereby amended.





SECTION 2.	Section 4.04.180 shall be amended to add the following:





Two hour parking in the eastern half (facing north and south) of the eastern most Kershaw parking lot.





SECTION 3.	This ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days from its adoption.





		





Councilmember Shipley introduced an ordinance, which was tabled.





ORDINANCE # 2005-017





AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 9.12 ENTITLED


“STOP AND YIELD INTERSECTIONS” OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE








SECTION 1.  Section 9.12.030 (Stop Intersections) of the Municipal Code is hereby amended.





SECTION 2.  Section 9.12.030 shall be amended to add the following:





	(46b) Hamlin Drive from the west with Moore Street





	(93-1a) Stewart Place from the east with Moore Street





SECTION 3.  This Ordinance shall take effect 30 days from it’s adoption.








Bills:	Councilmember Seager reported on five bills that would be paid.





Councilmember Hamlin commented on the payment for the granite benches at the Commons Park and the fact that we want to encourage people not to skateboard on them because of the damage that is caused. 





Mr. Cole reported that we are doing several things to mitigate this problem such as signs in discrete places. Also the downtown patrol officer has talked to the young people down there about the ordinance in place regarding skateboarding and has confiscated several boards.  We are also keeping the area under surveillance.


Mayor Polimeni suggested that the youth officer in the schools can explain to the students why skateboarding is not allowed in the new park.





Councilmember Rivet also recommended that parents should be shown pictures of the damage as well as the estimated costs for repair.





Councilmember Fenti suggested that additional signs need to be posted downtown because visitors do not see the signs on the perimeter.





Manager’s Report:





Mr. Cole reported on the following items:





The NYS DEC will be sending their Sr. Wildlife Officer to speak to us at the next Environmental Committee meeting concerning the deer population.





A Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at the Baker Park Playground will be Saturday, September 10th at 9:30 AM.





Meeting Schedule will need to be discussed under miscellaneous.





Ordinance Committee City Pier issues will include the City Pier Culvert Project and the issues surrounding the use of the Pier as well as the revision of the boathouse Variance Process.








Miscellaneous:





Councilmember Nixon stated that there is no consensus on Council as to the meeting schedule for the remainder of the year.





Councilmember Rivet made a motion to cancel the second meeting in September and October and that the Council reevaluate this at a later date to see if two meetings are needed in November.  Councilmember Fenti seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken on the motion, which carried with 7 Councilmembers voting in favor and Councilmember Nixon and Mayor Polimeni opposing.





Mayor Polimeni reminded everyone that school will be starting next week and there is a new drop off point for students at the middle school on Chapel Street.





Councilmember Russell stated that classes for Canandaigua will start next Thursday and to reminds us that when school buses stop, we stop.





Councilmember Nixon made a motion to amend the Canandaigua City Council Rules and Procedures to reflect a 7:00 PM starting time.  Councilmember Rivet seconded the motion, unanimously approved by Council.





Councilmember Hamlin moved to close the regular meeting to go into executive session at 8:20 p.m. to discuss labor negotiations.  Councilmember Rivet seconded the motion, unanimously approved by Council.





Councilmember Hamlin moved to close the executive session and return to the regular meeting at 9:23 p.m.  Councilmember Rivet seconded the motion, unanimously approved by Council.





Councilmember Hamlin moved to adjourn at 9:45 p.m.  Councilmember Rivet seconded the motion, unanimously approved by Council.

















�


                                          Nancy C. Abdallah	


                             City Clerk-Treasurer
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