City of Canandaigua Charter Review Commission
Minutes, October 12, 2016,
6:00 P.M. Hurley Building

Members Present: Paul Bringewatt, Chair; John Goodwin, Secretary; Jim Irwin; Bob Palumbo; Jadon Hoffman; David Whitcomb; Matt Martin; Jack Chambers
Members Absent: Thomas Lyons, Vice-Chair; Nick Cutri; Karen White
Advisors Present: Michele Smith
Guests: Nancy Abdallah

1. Approval of Minutes from September 22, 2016 meeting
a. Motion made by Jim Irwin, 2nd Bob Palumbo. Approved by 8-0 vote.

2. Administrative Information
a. Michele Smith reported on a question from the previous meeting concerning the meaning of the last three words in §9.5 and 9.10. The sections state that police officers or firefighters “shall be appointed and be subject to suspension and removal in accordance with the provisions of the Civil Service Law of the State of New York, unless otherwise provided.” Michele explained that there are certain incidences and other New York State Laws that could result in suspension or removal. Examples noted were: New York State Public Officers Law (felony conviction), a judge’s ruling, and during probational/provision periods of employment where the employee is at will. 
b. Bob Palumbo asked to clarify how layoffs, such as the firefighters in 2010.
i. Michele answered that City Council has the right to authorize the number of positions and that Civil Service law has layoff provisions. 

3. Review of Chapter 14. Budget and Finance
a. The Commission discussed City staff’s recommendation to delete the last sentence of §14.7 “No transfer of funds shall be made without previous approval of the City Council” and replacing it with “The transfer of funds shall be made in accordance with the Budget Amendment Policy adopted by resolution of City Council.” 
i. The Commission asked that a copy of the Budget Amendment Policy be provided at a future meeting.
ii. The Commission voted to approve the recommendation to delete the last sentence: “No transfer of funds shall be made without previous approval of the City Council” and replacing it with: “The transfer of funds shall be made in accordance with the Budget Amendment Policy adopted by resolution of City Council.” 
b. City staff recommended moving §14.12 (a) to Chapter 7 of the Charter as the City Assessor certifies the assessment roll and forwards to the County electronically. 
i. The Commission voted to approve the recommendation.
c. The Commission discussed the reference to State property taxes made in several different section of Chapter 14. There currently are no NYS property taxes. 
i. The Commission voted to remove all references to State property taxes. 
d. The Commission reviewed the tax lien sale and redemption process §14.15-14.18. The Commission agreed that the current language in the Charter is confusing and needs to be clarified. In order to re-draft the Commission discussed the various scenarios of property owners redeeming the property and transferring the property to the lien holder or the City. 
i. The Commission voted that a property owner does not need to pay the current year taxes to redeem the tax lien. If the current year taxes are unpaid the tax lien will be sold at action on the 3rd Friday in December. 
ii. The Commission voted that any surplus amounts (difference between the tax lien bid and the total taxes and interest due) would be returned to the lien holder (bidder)
iii. The Commission voted that in order for a property to be transferred to a lien holder, the current taxes must be paid within 30 days of the redemption period expiration. 
1. Any surplus remaining after the current taxes are paid, would be paid to the former property owner (owner who lost his/her property).
iv. The Commission did not vote, but generally consensus was that if a property was not redeemed or transferred to the lien holder, the property would be transferred to the City. 
e. Michele Smith will work with John Goodwin and Nancy Abdallah to re-draft §14.15-14.18 for the Commission’s review.   
4. Other

5. Adjourn
a. The meeting was adjourned at 8:32 PM.
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