Minutes of the Tree Advisory Board                                          
Monday June 1, 2015           6:30 pm  City Manager's Office at City Hall
Prepared by Bill Mehls              (Please contact him with corrections and/or additions.)
Members:      ( x  indicates attended)
Stephanie Crimm x     John Goodwin   x    Laura Ouimette  x
    Torsten Rhode       x


Colin Deihl           -     Bill Mehls          x    Dave Poteet        x
    Berna Ticonchuk   x     
Also in attendance:  Ellen Polimeni, Mayor;  David Forrest, City Manager;  

                               Joanne Miller, Resident;  Renee Scorsone, Resident;  

Bill Bross, Victor Tree Committee member;  Gene Pratt, Chair, Victor Tree Committee
          
Introductions: Two City residents with a request (see next section), and two visitors from the Victor Tree Committee.  They are working toward a Tree City USA designation.  They have seven members including a certified arborist and are working toward a complete computerized inventory.  Ellen gave a brief overview of the Canandaigua TAB as well.
Main Street Hackberry Tree: 
     The street tree located at 284 North Main Street is a large hackberry tree in good shape and is not recommended for removal.  However for the past 4+ years it has been infested with psyllid sucking insects which last all fall.  There are large amounts of the insects which cluster on the screen doors, come in the house and bother everyone in the immediate area.  It is on the property of Joanne Miller, and Renee Scorsone owns the Bella Rose Bed and Breakfast which is next door at #290.  They came requesting that the tree be cut down because of the continuing, aggravating insect problems.
     Discussion took place- Joanne does not fertilize.  Renee does (the nitrogen could be exacerbating the problem).  Other hackberry's in the City have experienced this problem on occasion and Chris Dorn did take a tree down a few years ago, it was reported.

There are varieties of hackberry that are resistant to the insects in the vicinity and this is generally regarded as a tough street tree.

There is a spray available but it is expensive, the effectiveness is in question (the spraying of the London Planes on Charlotte years ago was not effective, for instance), and it is toxic to honeybees.  The chain of authority for a decision on a remedy is through Jim Sprague and Stephanie.       After the discussion the following Resolution was presented- 
     RESOLUTION #1   June 1, 2015
Since the hackberry tree at 284 North Main Street, which is a City "street tree,"

a.  has been experiencing massive infestations of psyllid insects for over four years;
b.  that the insects are more than just a nuisance but, instead, affect the quality of life for the two houses in question and the guests of the Bed and Breakfast because they last for weeks at a time;

c.  that the chemical spraying/drenching of the tree would harm honeybees, which are under stress from other environmental conditions at this time, would be expensive, and would not necessarily eliminate the problem;
therefore, be it resolved that the City of Canandaigua Tree Advisory Board does hereby reluctantly recommend that the tree be removed.

The Resolution was approved by all TAB members present at the time (Dave Poteet arrived after the resolution was approved.)

The work to remove the tree will be done by a City crew probably by this fall.
Scotland Road Reconstruction:

     We are currently waiting for a schedule from the contractor.  A meeting will be held with the street residents to review the trees that need to be removed and explain why.  The construction schedule and project explanation will also be covered.  This meeting will be at the Brownell/Morse house #45 sometime in June.

Municipal Tree Ordinance:

     Torsten asked everyone to review the comments that Michelle Smith, City Attorney, has made.  He will incorporate the changes and send them out to all of us.
News and Notes:

City Council presentation- maybe August 6th, reviewing what the TAB has been doing.  Dave and Laura will work on that.

City School mulch volcanoes- Laura and Berna met with Mike McClain, School Director of Operations, at the Academy.  He was very receptive to the need of not over-mulching trees.  His crews start work July 6th and Berna will meet with them to explain about how best to mulch and why.

Main Street StreetScape- still needs plantings and some trees that are under guarantee.  The irrigation system has been replaced under pressure from the City and Stephanie has tested it.  It appears to be working.

The old English oak at Sonnenberg (Maya's tree planted in 2011) seems to be struggling, and Ellen's front tulip tree is dead due to rodents girdling it.

Starting in September Laua cannot do Monday meetings.  We will have to change our meeting day or she will have to resign.  Would Wednesdays work ?


There is a Juneberry Tree Workshop June 12th on Bristol Street. Contact Laura.


Do we want an information table at the City Street Fair July 18 and 19 ?
Finally:  Torsten announced that, due to his expanded job responsibilities and their cottage project at Cape Vincent, he will have to resign.
Our next meeting will be on Monday, July 13, 2015 at 6:30 at the Wood Libary.
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