Minutes of the Tree Advisory Board                                          
Monday July 13, 2015           6:30 pm   Wood Library
Prepared by Bill Mehls              (Please contact him with corrections and/or additions.)
Members:      ( x  indicates attended)
Stephanie Crimm -     John Goodwin   x    Laura Ouimette  x
    Torsten Rhode       -


Colin Deihl           -     Bill Mehls          x    Dave Poteet        x
    Berna Ticonchuk   -     
Also in attendance:  Ellen Polimeni, Mayor;     Tim Decker, Dungan Street resident          
Dungan Street Trees - Reconstruction:

     Tim Decker, a Dungan Street resident, joined us to ask about the orange spots painted on all the trees on Dungan Street from Hubbell to Union.  Our guess is that the paint dots mean the tree is going to be removed, but John said he would look into it and contact Tim on Tuesday with an update.   It was noted that Dungan Street from Union to Main was reconstructed years ago without the removal of many, if any, trees.

     Update and information from John Goodwin's follow-up e-mail is copied here-

"in regard to the orange marks on the trees on Dungan Street from Union St east. I confirmed that the mark does in fact mean that the tree is scheduled to be removed. We are widening the street slightly in this location and the required trench work for the water and sewers in this narrow area will substantially affect the health of the trees. We will be scheduling a pre-construction meeting similar to the one held on Scotland Road for residents on Dungan, Brook and Hubble Streets to go over the construction schedule, maintenance and protection of traffic plan and tree removals. I will let you know the date and time once scheduled."
Scotland Road Reconstruction:

     There was a meeting with the residents to outline the tree removals and work schedule on June 17th.  The tentative work schedule is June 21 to August 15.
Samia Morse and Tom Drennen would like to pick their replacement trees from the approved list depending on what is available.
Municipal Tree Ordinance:  Where does this stand now that Torsten has resigned ?
News and Notes:

City Council presentation- August 6th at 7 pm at City Hall.  Laura and Dave will present.  Bill will prepare a report with talking points for them.
Ellen asks that we present a recommendation to the Council to apply for a Tree City USA Growth Award.  There are four categories that require improvement- Education and PR (mulch brochure and Main Street walking tour), Tree Planting and Maintenance (Lagoon restoration), Tree Management, Partnerships (Lagoon Planting, Kevin Fagan meetings).


City School mulch volcanoes- waiting for an update from Berna


From the Mayor's Roundtable Meeting- Main Street StreetScape- A celebration is planned for Saturday August 1st by the BID. (Denise Chaapel is the contact)  Do we want to sponsor a walking tour ?  Compliments to the median plantings, big containers and rain garden plantings.

Downtown Sidewalk Sale - Street Fair is July 18 and 19.  The Botanical Society will have an information table there and Laura will have the TAB Mulching brochure too.

The Statue Committee has asked DOT to cut two trees at 332 and 5&20 that block the view of the Seneca statue and plant white pines behind it as a backdrop.  John will draft a statement and send DOT a letter.

Meeting Day-  Laura is not available on Mondays in the fall so we changed our meeting day to Wednesdays.  August 12th, September 9th, and October 7th.

Our next meeting will be on 

(originally Wednesday, August 12, but changed to) 
Monday August 10th, 2015 at 6:30 
at the Office of the City Manager at City Hall.
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