Minutes of the Tree Advisory Board                                          
Wednesday September 16, 2015           6:00 pm   Kershaw Park- far east end
Prepared by Bill Mehls              (Please contact him with corrections and/or additions.)
Members:      ( x  indicates attended)
Stephanie Crimm x     John Goodwin   x    Laura Ouimette  x
    


Colin Deihl           -     Bill Mehls          x    Dave Poteet        x
    Berna Ticonchuk   x     
Also in attendance:  Ellen Polimeni, Mayor;  Torsten Rhode, former TAB member;  


Melissa Virag, Howell Street resident; Roger Morse, Scotland Road resident          
Kershaw Park Willows:  Stephanie explained the problems with the black willows at the east end of Kershaw Park.  She pointed out a few trees that show signs of future splitting and inside rotting.  She also showed where one willow had broken and fallen during an August storm and knocked down a second willow next to it.  


The trees are quite old and she recommends removing all of the black willows in  October, work to be done "in house," and replanting with a variety of majestic trees, ie. sugar maple, beech, white oak and elm.  She has already planted four weeping willows in the grove.  The vision would be for a small woods/forest at this end of the park.  Ellen adds a vision of a building for residents to use, here in the forest.  The new parking lot is City property and serves this end of the park.


Stephanie will prepare a drawing showing possible sites for tree plantings in this area.  Those trees would be planted in the Spring of 2016.


It was recommended by some TAB members that the City be proactive in notifying the public of the plan to remove the trees.  Even though people will not like the plan and will complain, the thought is that transparency and education will mediate the negative reaction.

Scotland Road Reconstruction:

     Work continues slowly.  Bill noted, for future reference and projects, that the sewer markings made before the ground was dug up were not always correct, ie. #33 Mehls, #45 Brownell, #53 Scott.  So to base tree removals on those markings could lead to the unnecessary removal of a tree.  
Municipal Tree Ordinance:  Torsten attended to present and review the latest draft.  We read through it, made comments and suggestions.  Torsten will follow-up again with the City attorney and edit, as necessary.

The discussion of having the City plant trees beyond the right-of-way (BROW) was tabled for now as it is really a whole 'nother step and will delay the current work.  Maybe it is a separate ordinance for future consideration.

News and Notes:

Ellen plans to appoint and seek Council approval for Melissa and Roger to become members of the Tree Advisory Board.  This should be finished before the next meeting.
Our next meeting will be on 
Wednesday October 7th, 2015 at 6:30 pm.
at the Wood Library, third floor Ewing Room.
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