Minutes of the Tree Advisory Board                                          
Wednesday January 6, 2016             6:30 pm   Wood Library
Prepared by Laura Ouimette              (Please contact her with corrections and/or additions.)
Members:      ( x  indicates attended)
Stephanie Crimm   x             Bill Mehls            -              Dave Poteet             x         

Colin Deihl             -             Roger Morse        x  
             Berna Ticonchuk    x
John Goodwin       x             Laura Ouimette   x
             Melissa Virag      via Skype
Also in attendance:  Ellen Polimeni, Mayor;  
Tree Removal and Replacement 


Stephanie shared the 2016 Tree Removal list with each of us.  John noted a redundancy of several addresses so that will be straightened out and sent to each of the TAB members.  The removal list is shorter this year due to the tree removals that happened at Lakefront Park in the fall and to allow more time for “lifting”.  (Lifting is in process now.)


More trees are replanted each year than are removed.  If it is reasonable for a tree to be replaced where a tree was removed then that will happen.  Otherwise tree replants will occur in appropriate alternate locations.  Actual tree removals will likely begin in February.

Several ash trees are on the removal list.  Most of the “poor” condition ash trees have been removed already.  There are two larger ones (Tilliston and N. Pearl) that may require assistance from utility companies.  Ash trees that are “street trees” are being considered for removal before ash trees that are located in city parks.  

There was a discussion about the trees on the city pier and about one in particular with a plaque – a Russian sister city tree.


Tree replacement occurs as soon as the weather permits – usually in April.  This year the Arbor Day tree planting will occur on April 22 at Lakefront Park.  Because there is not a concern for underground utilities the Lakefront Park area may be dug with an auger.  Street trees are replanted by manually digging holes for the new trees.  

Recommendations for future Road Reconstruction:


We discussed recommendations to be added/revised to future street reconstruction projects.


Public should be informed by letter as has been done in the past – but individual ribbons should be tied to trees that are being considered for removal.  Ribbons should be tied to trees prior to public meetings.  Separate meeting times should be scheduled per street to allow sufficient attention for individual street concerns.  


Letters that are sent to residents should clearly recognize the street trees and their possible removal in the street reconstruction process.  
Municipal Tree Ordinance:  
      We will continue to work through edits on the City of Canandaigua Urban Forestry Ordinance at our February meeting.  Bill has the notes/edits made during our December meeting.  Pertinent notes/edits could be shared via emails prior to the February meeting with the assistance of John Goodwin if Bill finds this useful.  John will invite Michele Smith to the March 2nd meeting (6:30 – 7 PM) to discuss revisions before submitting the ordinance to City Council. 
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Lakefront Park:  
      We discussed public input regarding the replanting of trees at Lakefront Park.  In the past community residents have shown interest in sponsoring city trees – especially at Lakefront Park.  The TAB is not comfortable/able to solicit donations but would like to guide/direct/address or accept offers from the public to support the funding of replacement trees.  

On Wednesday, March 2, 2016 beginning at 7:00 PM we would like to invite public input regarding the Lakefront Park Plan for planting majestic trees.  Interested community members may attend and select trees to sponsor that will be planted through April and May.  The Lakefront Park plan is posted on the city’s TAB website.

Individual plaques are not cost effective and occasionally go missing.  There was a discussion about signage at a future pavilion at Lakefront Park or historic signage similar to the signs around Sonnenberg Park (perhaps highlighting the nature of Roseland Park).
Our next meeting will be on 
Wednesday February 3rd, 2016 at 6:30 pm.
at the Wood Library, Mary Parmele Hamlin Meeting Room Side B.
The following meeting will be on

Wednesday March 2nd, 2016 

at the Wood Library, Mary Parmele Hamlin Meeting Room Side B

6:30 – 7:00 PM review the Canandaigua Urban Forestry Ordinance with Michele Smith
7:00 PM: Public input regarding the Lakefront Park majestic tree replanting plan
Our April - June meetings are scheduled for the Wood Library third floor Ewing Room.
