
[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the Tree Advisory Board                                          
Wednesday January 18, 2017                6:30 pm      Wood Library
	* Note: The December 7th meeting was canceled.
Prepared by Bill Mehls              (Please contact him with corrections and/or additions.)

Members:      ( x  indicates attended)

Stephanie Crimm    x            Bill Mehls            x              Dave Poteet              x         
Colin Deihl             -             Roger Morse         -  	   Berna Ticonchuk     x
John Goodwin        x            Laura Ouimette    x	            Melissa Virag            -

Also in attendance:  Ellen Polimeni, Mayor
			  

Pinnacle North Phase I:  The trees in the median of the new North Shore Boulevard have been removed upon a request from the Fire Chief.  He was concerned that when the trees matured they might interfere with the trucks’ access to the buildings.  John will check with Rick Brown on possible replacement landscaping.

Pinnacle North Phase II Review -   The revised plans will be delivered soon and we will be receiving a copy.  Bill will route it among the TAB members.  We can review the changes and communicate any comments to the Planning Commission.

Urban Forestry Grant:  This is a grant program through the DEC.  The deadline for online applications is March 1st.  John is set up to access the online portal and, as the City grant writer, he will prepare an application for us.  He has had contact with the Town of Canandaigua and we may try to coordinate a joint application with them.  FLCC may join in as well.
Tree Maintenance is the type of grant that seems best to us- pruning, difficult removals, etc.  Contracting with a tree company may make sense for some of this.  Atwater Meadows is a site under consideration.  John will update us at the next meeting.

Oak Wilt:  This fungus, which attacks red oaks more than white oaks, has been identified in the Cheshire area.  It is felt that it has been contained.  
There will be a meeting in Cheshire on February 4th with information about managing small woodlots, and oak wilt.  Another similar meeting will be held at Ganondogan later in February.  Berna will send us the information.

Street Tree Replacements: We won’t know until spring what the effects of last year’s drought has been on the street trees and the street reconstruction trees.

Street Tree Removals:  Work is progressing.  There are 39 trees left on the removal list.   We should discuss and prepare a plan for community education about the EAB and the ash tree removals.  Is there a way that the City can provide information to private home owners on how to deal with diseased ash trees on their property ?





Legacy-Landmark Trees: We should keep this on our agenda and slowly work on it.  What do we want to recognize ? What’s our purpose ?  Do we need a definition ?
Ideas- protect, identify, significant, historic, age, species, size.
Be thinking about what defines a Legacy Tree and bring your ideas to the next meeting.
We should also start taking note of trees as we travel through the city and start a list.  Some starting suggestions: Charlotte Street, Lakefront Park, Main Street oaks ?, Library beech, North Main- northwest corner of Buffalo- London Plane, VA “200 year old”, Beech at Park and Howell.  

Mayor’s Round Table:  Dave will take over the duties of attending this once a month meeting at 8 am on a Friday at the VA.  Thanks to Laura for doing it for the last couple of years.



News and Notes -

Switchback Trail:  Stephanie reported that we’ve only lost two trees there.

Statistics:  Laura’s report- 2017 Falling Tree deaths= 6; Struck by Lightning= 4;  
Falling out of bed= 27; Pokemon Go= 0; Pedestrian= 241; Texting while driving= 288











Our next meeting will be on 
Wednesday February 1st 2017 at 6:30 pm.
at the Wood Library


Upcoming meetings will be on
Wednesdays March 1st, April 5th and May 3rd

