
[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the Tree Advisory Board                                          
Wednesday March 1, 2017                6:30 pm      Wood Library
Prepared by Bill Mehls              (Please contact him with corrections and/or additions.)

Members:      ( x  indicates attended)

Stephanie Crimm    x            Roger Morse         -             Berna Ticonchuk     x 
John Goodwin        x	       Laura Ouimette    x	            Melissa Virag           -
Bill Mehls               x             Dave Poteet          x           

Also in attendance:  Ellen Polimeni, Mayor

Tree City:  We received notification that the City of Canandaigua is once again designated a “Tree City, USA.”   We are also receiving a Growth Award which will be presented at a ceremony in Albany at the end of March.  One of us will try to attend that ceremony.

Urban Forestry Grant:  John finished the grant and submitted it today. 
In summary we applied for $15,000 in funding to plant 100 trees per year in 2017 and 2018. The local match totaled $19,058.50, which exceeds the required 25% requirement, included $10,000 in cash for the purchase of trees and $500 in cash for tree planting supplies and materials (stakes, guide wires, etc) and $8,558.50 of in-kind labor (estimate of 37.5 minutes per tree for 200 trees @ three staff).

Legacy-Landmark Trees:  Discussion began on a definition for “Heritage Trees,” a current term for such trees.  A draft definition gleaned from various sources was presented as a discussion starter.  This designation is intended for public education and recognition only and will hold no legal standing.  City Council action is not necessary or requested.  City trees and trees on private property within the City will be eligible for designation with no expectations for preservation of such trees.  The current draft of the definition follows.  Further discussion of criteria and a rubric will continue at the April meeting.
Heritage Tree Definition

	The City of Canandaigua Tree Advisory Board (TAB) hereby creates the designation of “Heritage Tree” for the purpose of identifying note-worthy trees in our community of special significance.  Protection and conservation of these trees is considered a priority by the community.  Characteristics such as size, age, species, history and/or aesthetics can lead a tree to be designated as a Heritage Tree.  A group of trees or an area of the City may be designated as a “Heritage Tree Zone” for the same purpose.
	The Heritage Tree Program is a way to both honor those trees that have played a role in our past and recognize them for the enjoyment of future generations.  Trees are nominated for Heritage status by community members to the TAB for review. Those trees that meet the established criteria are then recommended for Heritage Tree designation and approved for official recognition by the TAB.  
News and Notes -

Charlotte Street salting:  A retraining took place at the Public Works department to reveiw the City’s Sensible Salting policy and correct salting procedures on Charlotte St.

Oak Wilt:  There will be a DEC Oak Wilt Seminar on Wednesday March 22 from 9-12 at FLCC

Resident Request:  The work order has been issued for the resident requested tree trimming at 39 North Main Street.

Tree Removals:  There are fewer than 20 removals left for this year.  One Charlotte Street London Planetree did not make it through the drought and had to be removed.  It will be replaced.

Arbor Day:  The annual Arbor Day Tree Planting will take place on Friday April 28th at 
1 pm at Granger Homestead.  A class from St. Mary’s school is planning to attend.

Mayor’s Roundtable:  Dave represented us there.

Pinnacle North:  Residents and businesses are expected to move in on April 1st.

TAB Membership:  TAB member Colin Diehl has moved out of the City and is no longer eligible to be an official TAB member.  We thank him for his interest and service, and welcome him to attend future meetings as a guest.

Statistics:  Laura’s report- 2017 Falling Tree deaths= 24; Struck by Lightning= 13;  
Falling out of bed= 97; Pokemon Go= 0; Pedestrian= 818; Texting while driving= 980






Our next meeting will be on 
Wednesday April 5th 2017 at 6:30 pm.
at the Wood Library






Upcoming meetings will be on
Wednesday May 3rd 6:30 pm at Wood Library
Monday June 5th 6 pm at Kershaw Park

