
Minutes of the Tree Advisory Board                                          
Wednesday April 5, 2017                6:30 pm      Wood Library
Prepared by Bill Mehls              (Please contact him with corrections and/or additions.)

Members:      ( x  indicates attended)

Stephanie Crimm    -             Roger Morse         -             Berna Ticonchuk     x 
John Goodwin        x	       Laura Ouimette    x	            Melissa Virag           -
Bill Mehls               x             Dave Poteet          x           

Also in attendance:  Ellen Polimeni, Mayor

Tree City:  Laura attended the “Tree City, USA” ceremony in Albany last week.  She remarked on the interesting workshops, including: 
-Rob Cole’s talk about woodland pests and diseases.  Oak Wilt is trying to be contained by removing diseased trees and then trenching 5 feet down all around the area.  Contact him with reports of trees affected by disease or pests at 866-640-0652 or ForestHealth@???.??? 
-Energy saving trees program
-Student Poster Contest- Laura will contact the school district and St. Mary’s with information.
-Pamphlets- education about tree care.  Get landscapers involved ?
Our thanks to Laura for traveling to Albany to represent Canandaigua.

TAB Membership: We should put the word out, via the website, that prospective new members are invited to attend a regular meeting and request to become a member.  In order to limit the time committment we might consider not having a meeting some months if there is no pressing business.

Urban Forestry Grant:  We’ll find out in May if we’re approved.

Legacy-Landmark Trees:  Discussion continued on a definition for “Heritage Trees,” a current term for such trees.  The previous draft was presented as a discussion starter.  This designation is intended for public education and recognition only and will hold no legal standing.  City Council action is not necessary or requested.  City trees and trees on private property within the City will be eligible for designation with no expectations for preservation of such trees.  The current draft (#3) of the definition follows.
Heritage Tree Definition-Draft #3

	The City of Canandaigua Tree Advisory Board (TAB) hereby creates the designation of “Heritage Tree” for the purpose of identifying note-worthy trees of special significance in our community.  Recognition and conservation of these trees is considered important to maintain the community character of the city.  Characteristics such as size, age, species, history and/or aesthetics can lead a tree to be designated as a Heritage Tree.  A group of trees or an area of the City may be designated as a “Heritage Tree Zone” for the same purpose.
	The Heritage Tree Program is a way to both honor those trees that have played a role in our past and recognize them for the enjoyment of future generations.  Trees are nominated for Heritage status by community members to the TAB for review. Those trees that meet the established criteria are then recommended for Heritage Tree designation and approved for official recognition by the TAB.  

Further discussion of criteria and a rubric will continue at the May meeting.  Members took home a worksheet to consider what kind of rating scale should be used, possibly a points system.  Some thoughts generated mentioned the NYS guidelines for tree value- “species value” by region.  This standard gives values and adjusts for species, location, condition, etc.  Berna has information about the State regions and the system which she’ll send out.


News and Notes -
Oak Wilt:  120 people attended the conference at FLCC, including Berna.

Tree Removals:  Comments were made about the disappointment seeing large trees being removed, mostly ash trees, and hopes that tall trees will be planted whenever possible, such as Gingko (male only), Tulip, Sweet Gum, some Maples, Swamp White Oak, and Sycamore (such as London Plane).

EAB:  Found at FLCC.  2-2.5 acres on the east side of campus have been cleared of ash trees and chipped, or stripped and milled.  They are trying to use all the wood on campus.  See the front page article of the Messenger last week.  Laura will post info. online.

Arbor Day:  The annual Arbor Day Tree Planting will take place on Friday April 28th at 
1 pm. at Gibson Street Park.  A class from St. Mary’s school is planning to attend.

Meeting:  The Spring meeting of the NY Nut Growers will be held on April 22nd at FLCC.  We are welcome to attend.  Andy Hillman will speak about trees in the urban setting.


Statistics:  Laura’s report- 2017 Falling Tree deaths= 38; Struck by Lightning= 21;  
Falling out of bed= 154; Pedestrian= 1297; Texting while driving= 1554


Our next meeting will be on 
Wednesday May 3rd 2017 at 6:30 pm.
at the Wood Library






Upcoming meetings will be on
Monday June 5th at 6 pm 
at Kershaw Park  Pavillion #5

