
[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the Tree Advisory Board                                          
Wednesday October 4, 2017                6:30 pm      City Hall
Prepared by Bill Mehls                             (Please contact him with corrections and/or additions.)

Members:      ( x  indicates attended)

Stephanie Crimm    x             Roger Morse          x            Berna Ticonchuk    -
John Goodwin        x	        Laura Ouimette     x	    Melissa Virag          - 
Bill Mehls               x              Dave Poteet          x           

Also in attendance:  	Ellen Polimeni, Mayor
				Judi Cermak
Pam Hart

VA Gate Closings:
	Mayor Polimeni and Laura met with Richard Salgueiro, associate VA director, and the VA fire chief and police chief today.  It was a pleasant meeting where special consideration of Charlotte Street was discussed.  The DAV drivers will be informed to stay off that street.  The VA wishes to be considered a good neighbor and will work with the City to discourage more traffic on Charlotte.

22 Scotland Road tree
	This Hedge Maple street tree was removed in order to simplify the razing and construction of the house which was destroyed by a fire in March.  The tree was in bad health and the construction could not be done with the tree in place, Stephanie and John asserted.  The homeowner’s insurance company will pay for the removal and replanting next Spring.

Heritage Trees: 
	The Heritage Tree Program was on the Environmental/Parks Committee agenda for its meeting on September 12, 2017 and was approved by the committee.  They suggested that there should be restrictions on cutting a Heritage Tree but did not require that restriction.  The City Council is expected to approve the program at its next meeting on October 5, 2017.  This is a “Let’s celebrate our trees !” program.  In the future maybe we’ll establish a tree walk to highlight these trees.
We expect to begin designating trees at our November meeting.

News and Notes:
Gibson Street Park:  Two sugar maples were removed.  One had lost its top and the other had a rotten central lead.  The Arbor Day Swamp Oak is not doing well.
Statue Trees:  Judy is working on the plan and will get measurements from Stephanie and John.
Brigham Hall:  Pam Hart has a tree inventory of the property.
Tree Budget:  What about a volunteer tree pruning program ?  Dave and Bill in the bucket truck ?
Urban Forestry Grant:  No news yet.
Statistics:  Laura’s report- 2017 Falling Tree deaths= 113; Struck by Lightning= 62;  
Falling out of bed= 453; Pedestrian= 3791; Texting while driving= 4540

Our next meeting will be on 
Wednesday, November 1st at 6:30 pm at City Hall

