
[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the Tree Advisory Board                                          
Wednesday December 6, 2017                6:30 pm      City Hall
Prepared by Bill Mehls                             (Please contact him with corrections and/or additions.)

Members:      ( x  indicates attended)

Stephanie Crimm    x             Roger Morse          x            Dave Poteet            x
John Goodwin         x	        Laura Ouimette     x	    Berna Ticonchuk    x
Bill Mehls                x                        

Also in attendance:  Ellen Polimeni, Mayor
			   Judi Cermak, City resident



Honoring the Memory:  
	We began by remembering and honoring Melissa Virag, a Tree Advisory Board member, who passed away Sunday December 3rd after a long battle with cancer.  She will be missed.  Memorial suggestions were discussed, such as a tree planted in her honor, maybe at the Lakefront Park. 


Heritage Trees: 
	The first four nominations for City Heritage Trees were discussed, compared to the rubric and voted on.
1. The Charlotte Street London Planes, as a group site.  Approved
2. The Veteran’s Administration White Oak.  Approved
3. 116 Park Place Sycamore.  Tabled until everyone can view it in person.
4. The Nolan’s Mulberry.  Tabled until spring when the construction is over.
              When you get a chance look at the maple tree next to QuickPrint on Main Street.


Tree Removal List 2018:
	Stephanie passed out the list for this winter’s removals.  Discussion centered on the Scotland Road tree that fell in the October wind storm and the Kennedy Street trees that have died since being planted by the developer.  A letter will be sent to the developer, Riedman Homes, asking them to replant the trees.  Who is sending that letter ?
	There followed some discussion regarding the Tree Removal Homeowner Notification Letter that the City sends.  Can it be more personalized, ie. identifying the specific tree ?  That becomes very time consuming.
	Regarding the recent removals at the Telyea Tot Lot:  The numerous black walnut trees were turning everything black, were too close together and affecting the neighbors properties and gardens.  As always, there will be replanting.
	



News and Notes:
Tree to view:  We are asked to view the maple tree at 150 Granger Street.  The resident wants it removed.  They have been invited to the next TAB meeting.
Tree Health:  It’s weather extremes that causes tree distress.
Tree City USA:  Stephanie is working on the report.  Points for meetings she attends and the Botanical Society meeting, noted below ?
EAB brochure:  No news on the distribution.
Statue Trees:   No report.
Botannical Society:  Berna spoke at the November 18th meeting.  Topics: Volcano mulching, string trimming, EAB and Heritage Trees. 
Poster Contest:  Laura will pickup any poster submissions from Becky Boseck, 5th Grade Lead Teacher, at the Elementary School, and check with St. Mary’s School as well.  Deadline is January 9th.
Statistics:  Laura’s report- 2017 Falling Tree deaths= 139; Struck by Lightning= 76;  
Falling out of bed= 557; Pedestrian= 4654; Texting while driving= 5574




Our next meeting will be on 
Wednesday, January 3rd, 2018 at 6:30 pm at City Hall

