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Prepared by Laura Ouimette              (Please contact her with corrections and/or additions.)

Members:      ( x  indicates attended)

Stephanie Crimm    x           Bill Mehls                           Dave Poteet             x         
Judi Cermak           x           Roger Morse              	 Berna Ticonchuk     
John Goodwin        x            Laura Ouimette    x	            
Also in attendance:  Mayor Ellen Polimeni, Jason Beardsley of Monster Tree Service, 
   Bill Bross of Victor Tree Board, Tim Wilbur of Ontario Pathways

Spotted Lantern Fly Presentation by Jason Beardsley:   Berna invited Jason to educate us about the invasive Spotted Lantern Fly.  Jason’s presentation was extremely informative and alarmingly depressing.  The spotted lanternfly is 100 times worse than all other invasive insects combined.  The Spotted Lanternfly was first recognized in the US in 2014 presumed to have entered on a cargo ship from Asia into Pennsylvania.  Infestation now exists in eastern Pennsylvania and is spreading.  Dead adult insects have been found on vehicles from Pennsylvania in four NY counties (Penn Yan, Yates County and also Monroe County).  The SLF prefers the tree of heaven (Ailanthus) as it’s choice host but includes 70 other species of vines and trees as hosts.  Although a clumsy flyer, the SLF expands quickly due to its rapid reproduction and attraction to smooth shiny surfaces (vehicles, stone).  SLFs winter over, have no natural predators (taste horrible due to toxin), and are sap feeders. NYS DEC is so low funded which leads to inadequate public education and an inability to prevent or resourcefully manage the threat and inevitable infestation into the Finger Lakes Region.  The two main areas of devastation will be agriculture (grapes and apples) and recreation/tourism (SLF excrement called honeydew falls noisily from trees and covers the ground making outdoor recreation intolerable). To date there is no safe way to get rid of the SLF.  The most effective management (beyond prevention) is to scrape and destroy egg masses.  Sticky bands have been used on trees but are also hazardous to other creatures.  There are herbicides that can be effective for 1 year but they are non-edible (not useful on fruit hosts).  

Laura found a video on the NYS DEC website that has been posted to our TAB webpage.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=87s1KYtPgWY

Victor Tree Board update by Bill Bross:  Bill shared updates regarding the Victor Tree Board that is in its 3rd year.  Victor has 900 trees in the village with 80% being maple trees.  They were awarded an Urban Forestry Grant by the DEC which is being used to write a management plan with the help of arborist Chris Luley. Victor Tree Board does extensive plantings on Arbor Day.  Bill reported a gained respect from RGE and recommended the NYS DEC in Avon as s great resource.

Ontario Pathways by Tim WIlbur:  Tim gave an overview of the Ontario Pathways history leading up to its 2006 opening as a rails to trails pathway.  The repairs needed to the Flint bridge over 5/20 drained most of the OP resources.  As many groups, OP has a difficult time recruiting volunteers.  Tim heads a group of trail maintenance caretakers on Wednesday mornings and would love to invite folks to help identify invasive plants and how to remove them.  
News and Notes – 

The Canandaigua Botanical Society’s annual presentation on Friday, April 26th will highlight the Arbor Day Foundation Tree City USA program with input from our TAB and Victor’s Tree Board.  

Items for March agenda: Arbor Day tree selection and location?  Melissa plaque, Statue trees, Bristol Street reconstruction, response to unsuccessful initial tree planting after construction/development, possible future guests, Heritage tree nominations




Our next meeting will be on 
Wednesday March 6, 2019 at 6:30 pm.
at City Hall


Upcoming meetings will be on
Wednesdays April 3rd and May 1st

