TREEmendous Chosen Spot: Charlotte Street
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You’ve likely been on Charlotte Street and may have wondered about this beautifully canopied street between Fort Hill and East Gibson.  Charlotte Street was named after Mary Clark Thompson’s sister, Charlotte Clark, who owned the now vacant corner property at Charlotte and East Gibson Streets.  Mary Clark Thompson had the London Plane trees planted along Charlotte Street in the early 1900’s when Sonnenberg Park was constructed.  It is guessed that about eighty London Planetrees were originally planted.  Sixty seven of these centurions remain today.  Charlotte Street is one of the few streets in Canandaigua without curbs.  The reason being, to protect the root systems of the London Planetrees  which would be destroyed by the installation of curbing.
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The London Planetree (Plantanus x acerifolia) is a cross between the American sycamore (Platanus occidentalis) and Oriental planetree (Platanus orientalis).  Having a distinct advantage of being able to withstand air pollution and other stresses of urban life, London Planetrees are very popular in many cities.  From August through October the London Planetree sheds its bark and many contaminants with it. 
There are many London Planetrees planted throughout the city of Canandaigua.  Unfortunately, newer London Planetrees are no longer being planted as they are susceptible to diseases such as anthracnose.

