Minutes of the Tree Advisory Board                                          
Monday March 2, 2015     6:30 pm  Wood Library
Prepared by Bill Mehls
      (Please contact him with corrections and/or additions.)
Members:      ( x  indicates attended)
Stephanie Crimm x     John Goodwin   x    Laura Ouimette  x
    Torsten Rhode       x


Colin Deihl           x     Bill Mehls          x    Dave Poteet        x
    Berna Ticonchuk   x     
Also in attendance: Ellen Polimeni, Mayor,  David Forrest, City Manager,   

                               Roger Morse, resident of Scotland Road


          
 *  The February meeting was canceled due to the snow storm. *
Scotland Road reconstruction:


The Redesign Report was received today from Chatfield and a meeting with residents will be scheduled in the next week or two.  About 11 trees have been moved from the Removal List to the Save List.  Unfortunately three trees had to remain on the Removal List because of RG&Es plan to relocate three utility poles during the construction.  The Department of Health is expected to approve the new water line placement under the street.  Sidewalks will be completely replaced in the redesign because of the access necessary for lateral connections to homes for water and sewer lines.  This should not impact the trees, is the thinking.  The recommendation for fertilizing the tree lawns will be addressed by Stephanie.  Her current thinking is that it would be better to not fertilize during or at the close of the project.
The next steps are the residents' meeting, design finalized, bidding, Council approval, and work is done this summer.

Municipal Tree Ordinance:


Michelle, the City Attorney, has reviewed the proposal and suggested some formatting and changes.  Torsten will send those out to everyone.
We discussed the idea of the City planting trees Beyond the Right of Way on resident's private property.  Could that be legal ?  John wondered about liability, maintenance of the tree, and how far into the private property would be appropriate ?

During the Prospect Street Reconstruction Project we believe Chris Dorn set up some agreements with resident's where the City planted the tree on their property and at some point it becomes their tree.

It was noted that in the City Right of Way we only plant trees never shrubs.

Tree inventory – removal list:


Trees on this year's list are being removed.  Work is about half done.  The heavy snow is hindering the progress and especially the "lifting" work that was scheduled.

Ash trees, rated "poor" are being removed.  In Rochester they are training scouts for ash trees in danger.


Do we have GPS coordinates of our trees ?  Would this be useful for us ?  Colin is familiar with the process.
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Main Street StreetScape Update:


Trees that are not prospering will be replaced.  Are discussion was held to determine who was responsible.


The irrigation system did now work when it was checked.  No water.  The installation was not done correctly.  The lines were too deep and the contractor affixed them to the wall then the landscaped work disturbed and damaged them.  There is a performance bond and discussions continue to have repairs made.


The "wrought iron" aluminum fences damaged during the winter will be replaced.
News and Notes:

BirchCrest has been in town to prune for RG&E.  Stephanie has a discussion with them when they are here for street tree trimming.  They are expected to be here during the next two months.
 
There is a class on Naked Tree Identification at FLCC on March 28th at 10 am.  Room C220.


Arbor Day is coming on Friday April 24th and Stephanie is thinking about a planting event.  Next year is Granger Homestead's 200th anniversary celebration.  Maybe a reconstruction of their tree lawn is in order ?

Where is the Sensible Salting Policy from 3 years ago ?  Does it need to be reviewed and re-implemented in order to protect street trees ?


Ellen would like us to do a 10 minute report/update to the City Council.  Maybe when the ordinance is finished ?  May 7 or June 4 ?


Kudos to Laura on the TAB Webpage from us and the Region 7 New York Garden Club.


There's a new City logo and color scheme on the website.


We still have on our "list" to visit Ithaca and Nina Bassuck.

Bill will invite Kevin Fagan of RGE to meet with us at the April or May meeting. 
Our next meeting will be on Monday, April 6, 2015 at 6:30 in the Wood Library
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