Minutes of the Tree Advisory Board                                          
Monday April 6, 2015     6:30 pm  Wood Library
Prepared by Bill Mehls
      (Please contact him with corrections and/or additions.)
Members:      ( x  indicates attended)
Stephanie Crimm x     John Goodwin   x    Laura Ouimette  x
    Torsten Rhode       x


Colin Deihl           x     Bill Mehls          x    Dave Poteet        x
    Berna Ticonchuk   x     
Also in attendance: Ellen Polimeni, Mayor,  David Forrest, City Manager,   

             and Scotland Road residents: Nanette Wong, Michelle Anthony, David Brennesel,                            

                              Roger Morse, Jennifer Brownell, Tom Drennen and John VanVechten.
          
Scotland Road reconstruction:


The need to remove specific trees was discussed.  Residents offered questions and opinions.  Currently the trees marked for removal are because of water and sewer line locations as best that can be determined at this point.  However when the final locations are marked a new evaluation will be made for each tree, so the final list of trees-to-be removed cannot be made at this time.  Other than the three trees in conflict with the new RG&E poles near Main Street, the criteria for removing a tree will strictly be its location and proximity to the water and sewer laterals for each house.

Other information: We have the variance regarding the spacing of the water and sewer lines under the road.  Bids close on April 21, the City Council is expected to approve the project and bids on May 7th.  A construction schedule will be published before work begins.  The contractor will stay working on a street until it is finished before moving on to the next street in the project.  Tree protections are spelled out in the bid documents.  Chatfield Engineers will be the project inspectors.

The utilities will all be marked as one of the first steps.  Then the trees can be reevaluated and a pre-construction meeting will be held with residents of the street.

The contractor will contact homeowners regarding upgrading their property's water line and coordinating that with the construction process.  David Forrest will contact Jim Sprague about these arrangements.

In some places it may be advantageous to remove a tree and prepare the soil for planting a new tree.  Can CU Structural soil be utilized ?  Does this require an addendum to the bid ?


Additional resident comments:  The double utility poles should be removed.  Residents should be kept informed as plans develop.

Who picks the trees for replanting ?  Stephanie Crimm.  Criteria:   hardy street tree, if under wires then a low grower, such as flaming cherry or eastern red bud. 

Can a resident put in more money to improve a new tree or gain a more mature tree ?

This is difficult.  Can it be investigated ?

Stephanie can give a list of trees to pick from.

Municipal Tree Ordinance:


Michelle, the City attorney, sent her comments on our proposal on March 4th.  We need to review her comments so we can continue the process.
The Beyond-the-Right-of-Way tree planting issue is stalled.  We're still waiting to hear from the author for more information.
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Minutes of the Tree Advisory Board    CONTINUED                                      

Monday April 6, 2015     6:30 pm  Wood Library

News and Notes:

The Arbor Day Observance will be Friday April 24th at 1 pm on Calman Place off of South Pearl Street near the Clark Street intersection.  A Sweet Gum tree will be planted. 
Our next meeting will be on Monday, May 4, 2015 at 6:30 in the Wood Library

Kevin Fagan, RG&E Head Forester, will attend.
Page 2 of 2
