Minutes of the Tree Advisory Board                                          
Monday May 4, 2015     6:30 pm  Wood Library
Prepared by Bill Mehls
      (Please contact him with corrections and/or additions.)
Members:      ( x  indicates attended)
Stephanie Crimm x     John Goodwin   x    Laura Ouimette  x
    Torsten Rhode       -


Colin Deihl           x     Bill Mehls          x    Dave Poteet        x
    Berna Ticonchuk   x     
Also in attendance:  Kevin Fagan, System Forester for RG&E
          
Discussion with Kevin Fagan:


80 miles of wires will be trimmed in Canandaigua this year as part of the five year trimming cycle of 1100 miles per year.  Birchcrest will be doing the work with the same Supervisor as the past few years.  

The Public Service Commission sets the trimming standards.  Can there be different standards for county/rural versus City ?  Not really, but some latitude is possible.
It's line safety more than storm outages that guide the trimming.  The trimming standards are spelled out in the contract.  They want to have the first cut last for five years.  Current clearances- 10' x 10' x 15'
RG&E is working on a database to keep the institutional memory intact.  Colin suggested  using GIS mapping and sweeping it into the database.  We can send Kevin a list of sensitive areas in the City.  (Of course, what constitutes "sensitive?")  Do we want them to "be careful in Canandaigua" or "be careful on these six streets ?"
Do we want to send a letter supporting Birchcrest's past work now that the new two-year bids are coming up ?  It won't really matter much since the price/dollar figure is really the determining factor.  But it wouldn't hurt either.

We should send Kevin a list of contacts, etc., and he will send us a list of recommended trees for under lines on city streets.  (20' or less)
Iberdrola is trying to upgrade instead of just maintaining, and are adding more cutouts and fuses to the system.
Kevin left us a copy of the Iberdrola USA Vegetation Management Program.
News and Notes:

The Arbor Day Observance was held Friday April 24th at 1 pm on Calman Place off of South Pearl Street near the Clark Street intersection.  A Sweet Gum tree was planted. 

Does Scarsdale have a tree ordinance ?

When a sidewalk is heaved by a tree should we ask the property owner for an easement to have the sidewalk go around the tree instead of removing it ?


You can see the effects of the EAB in Spencerport now.


Spencerport and Fairport have their own power company.  How does that relate to the Public Service Commission ?

Our next meeting will be on Monday, June 1, 2015 at 6:30

in the City Manager's Office at City Hall.
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