Minutes of the Tree Advisory Board                                          
Monday August 10, 2015           6:30 pm   City Hall conference room
Prepared by Laura Ouimette              (Please contact her with corrections and/or additions.)
Members:      ( x  indicates attended)
Stephanie Crimm - x   John Goodwin   x    Laura Ouimette  x
    Torsten Rhode       -


Colin Deihl           -     Bill Mehls            Dave Poteet        x
  Berna Ticonchuk   -     
Also in attendance:  Melissa Virag - Howell Street resident          
Guest/new member?

     Melissa Virag who owns the home at the corner of Hubbell and Howell attended this meeting with interest in becoming a TAB member.  We made introductions and will ask Mayor Polimeni to extend an invitation.  
Dungan and Hubbell Street Reconstruction:

     A meeting was held on Wednesday, July 22 for the residents of Dungan, Brook, and Hubbell streets.  Many residents had concerns about the trees but also traffic patterns which are very different once school is in session and on Sundays. . A meeting to discuss traffic issues is scheduled for Wednesday, August 12th.  John suggested traffic studies would be sensible sometime in September or October.  A resident requested moving the utilities underground without realizing the negative impact on mature trees or the expense.  Trees are being removed and those that we hope to protect from reconstruction damage have been fenced off. 
Scotland Road Reconstruction:

     Progress is proceeding but things have been tedious.  Water main is in. Sanitation sewer is still being installed.  
Future street reconstructions:

     We agreed that future meetings for multiple street reconstructions should be held at different times (perhaps half hour blocks within the same meeting night).  Marking trees to be removed ahead of the meeting date helps to increase interest from residents.  None of us likes that trees are jeopardized in the reconstruction process but helping to educate everyone for the best possible outcome can be beneficial (i.e.: removing a mature tree ahead of reconstruction in order to allow for a healthier replanting of a new tree post construction).  
Municipal Tree Ordinance:  We hope to have this be our main focus at the September meeting in order to “wrap it up”.  Request Torsten to attend.

Weeping Willows at Kershaw Park

     There are a number of mature willow trees toward the east side of Lakefront Park that have been and are a danger to the community.  Stephanie shared her concern that the black willows are in need of removal so as not to be potential liabilities.  John and Stephanie anticipate that there will be significant public outcry.  We can be aware of the need to remove the aging/dying trees and hopefully help to be proactive in supporting the replanting of ‘majestic’ trees in that location.  Because it is a public park, trees that are prohibited as street trees would be available for this location.  Perhaps sugar maples and the like.  Removal is planned for this fall.  Possible proactive measures will be discussed further at our September meeting.  
News and Notes:

City Council presentation- August 6th at 7 pm at City Hall.  Laura and Dave presented the report that Bill prepared.

City School mulch volcanoes- Berna’s meeting with Michael went well as evidenced by the improvements seen at the city school properties!

Laura asked Stephanie to revisit the two trees in front of the property on Fort Hill across from the south end of N. Pleasant Street.  They look like they have been recently topped off again.  Stephanie spoke with the owners last year.  A fine may be considered if these are the same property owners who received the warning last year.


Grand appreciation was given to Stephanie and the city crew for the phenomenal success of the Main Street gardens.  We encouraged Dave to script a letter of gratitude to the MPN for our signatures of endorsement at the September meeting.  

Future meetings: WEDNESDAYS - September 9th, October 7th, November 4th, December 2nd have been reserved in the Ewing room at Wood Library.

Our next meeting will be on 

Wednesday, September 9th, 2015 at 6:30 
in the Ewing room on the third floor of Wood Library.
* Review/complete municipal tree ordinance
* Willow trees along Canandaigua Lake
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