Minutes of the Tree Advisory Board                                          
Wednesday October 7, 2015             6:30 pm   Wood Library
Prepared by Bill Mehls              (Please contact him with corrections and/or additions.)
Members:      ( x  indicates attended)
Stephanie Crimm   x             Bill Mehls            x              Dave Poteet             x         

Colin Deihl             -             Roger Morse        x  
             Berna Ticonchuk    x
John Goodwin       x             Laura Ouimette   x
             Melissa Virag          x
Also in attendance:  Ellen Polimeni, Mayor;  Donna Bennett, City Resident; 

Gretchen Hoeckelman, City Resident;  Dick Gates, City Parks and Maintenance Supervisor;  Steve Harwood, City Park Worker/Arborist;  John Feltman, area resident
Kershaw Park Willows:  
     A lengthy discussion of the plan to remove 19 Black Willow trees from the east end of Kershaw Park involved all in attendance.  
- there is probably not a record of the maintenance history of those trees.

- Steve Harwood trimmed out the dead wood and reduced some crowns when the City "inherited" the park, sometime after 1997 (about the time of the Lagoon Park land.)

- these willows are probably over 50 years old

- communicating the action plans to the public is the right thing to do.  Involving the Daily Messenger is still a good idea even in this digital age.
- can the Street Tree Inventory be put up on the TAB website ?

- what about a weekly tree update ?

- the #1 reason for the removal of the trees is public safety.

- a report, researched and prepared by Donna Bennett, indicated three independent tree experts supported cutting the trees now while one other said it was not necessary.  All indicated that regular maintenance was necessary.

- True or False- We don't have enough Parks staff to maintain the City's street and park trees.  answer- True

- a city our size would normally have one third more staff than we do.

- the proposed City budget for next year will recommend eliminating one parks position.

- Yes or No- If the Kershaw willows had been pruned more over the past 15 years would they still need to be removed this year ?  answer- Yes

- there is community support for the new planned plantings in this section of Kershaw.
- one person has offered to donate the cost of a new tree.

- the idea of developing a list serve with a link to the City website to keep up-to-date on City tree matters was discussed.

Scotland Road Reconstruction:

     Work continues slowly.   Paving is expected next week and sidewalks will follow that.
Municipal Tree Ordinance:  
      This discussion was tabled pending an edited copy of the latest draft being distributed.  John will take care of that.
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Kennedy Street tree question:


A resident questioned the dead street trees in the Kennedy Street area.  Stephanie has identified those trees.  The City "inherited" them from the developer however the construction is not done yet.  The City will hold the developer responsible for those trees and their replacement at the end of the project.
- Is this covered in the new Municipal Tree Ordinance ?

News and Notes:
- City Council approved Melissa and Roger as official members of the Tree Advisory Board.
- Are the TAB minutes on the website ?  Are they supposed to be somewhere else too ?

- At the next street reconstruction project we need to investigate disabled access during the project.

Our next meeting will be on 
Wednesday November 4th, 2015 at 6:30 pm.
at the Wood Library, third floor Ewing Room.
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