
Minutes of the Tree Advisory Board                                          
Monday August 8, 2016                6:30 pm      Wood Library
Prepared by Bill Mehls              (Please contact him with corrections and/or additions.)

Members:      ( x  indicates attended)

Stephanie Crimm   x             Bill Mehls            x              Dave Poteet             x         
Colin Deihl             -             Roger Morse        x  	             Berna Ticonchuk    -
John Goodwin       x             Laura Ouimette   x	             Melissa Virag          -

Also in attendance:  None 

Discussion - 

Reviews:  We discussed the responsibilities of the TAB to review and advise on street trees in City site plans.  The new ordinance addresses future projects that come before the Planning Commission will be referred to us.

Drought:  The effects will be seen in the Spring.  Struggling trees- one at the Lakefront Park, one Old English at Sonnenberg Park, a newly planted London Plane on Charlotte, a couple of newly planted on Scotland Road (Spring replanting).

Growth Award:  We reviewed the Tree City, USA Growth Award application that Berna prepared and approved it.  She will research the qualification of the June Pruning Workshop and, if all looks well, will submit the application.

EAB:  Bill sadly announced that the emerald ash borer has arrived one mile south of Vine Valley in Middlesex.  He will be getting estimates on treatment versus removal of the seven trees he knows about and report back.
This elicited a discussion on an education project for City residents when the EAB arrives here.  An informational brochure might be in order.  We need to talk to the lawyers about how a homeowner might pay to have their City street tree treated instead of being removed.  (donation process ?)
Also what about a Tree Removal program and help for homeowners with their private trees ?  Habitat for Humanity has a Homeowner Assistance Program which helped remove the pine tree at 71 Saltonstall Street.

Legacy Trees:  We will discuss this more next time when Berna and Melissa are with us.

Members:  What is our process for adding or removing members ?  We’ll ask Ellen next time.




News and Notes -

Donation:  A homeowner on Dungan would like to buy a street tree.  John will look into the process to do this.  Probably through a donation to the City earmarked for the tree.


Victor TAB:  They were not able to attend our meeting as anticipated but will try again another month.

Worms:  There will be a Worm Power Workshop August 20th in Avon.  Attendees will receive a 4 pound bag of worm casing manure.  

Minutes:  Bill will check into the April and July minutes and make them available.

Statistics:  Laura reports Falling Tree deaths= 90;  Lightning= 50;  Pokemon Go= 2

Kudos:  To the workers who keep the downtown plantings looking so nice.






Our next meeting will be on 
Wednesday September 14, 2016 at 6:30 pm.
at the Wood Library, Mary Parmele Hamlin Meeting Room Side B.


The following meetings will be on
Wednesday October 5
Wednesday November 2
at Wood Library
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